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Abstract: Digital technologies have significantly transformed modern English language 

teaching methodology by expanding access to resources, increasing learner engagement, and 

enabling more interactive and personalized learning environments. This article examines the 

role of digital technologies in English language teaching (ELT), focusing on their impact on 

developing language skills, particularly listening, speaking, reading, and writing. The study 

analyzes the integration of online platforms, mobile applications, multimedia tools, artificial 

intelligence, and virtual learning environments in language education. It also discusses the 

benefits of digital tools in promoting learner autonomy, motivation, and communicative 

competence. At the same time, the article highlights challenges such as unequal access to 

technology, lack of teacher training, and potential overreliance on digital tools. The findings 

suggest that digital technologies enhance the effectiveness of English language teaching when 

combined with sound pedagogical principles. The study emphasizes the importance of 

integrating technology-based approaches into modern ELT methodology to meet the demands 

of global education and communication. 
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Introduction 

The rapid development of digital technologies has transformed almost every aspect of 

modern life, including education. In the field of English language teaching (ELT), digital tools 

have become essential components of contemporary methodology, offering new opportunities 

for both teachers and learners. English has become a global language used in international 

communication, academic research, business, and technology. As a result, effective English 

language teaching is increasingly important in preparing learners for participation in a 

globalized world. Traditional methods of language teaching, which were often teacher-

centered and focused on grammar translation or rote memorization, are no longer sufficient 

for developing communicative competence in modern learners. Today’s students require 

interactive, flexible, and engaging learning environments that support real-life 

communication skills. Digital technologies provide such environments by integrating 

multimedia resources, online communication tools, and interactive learning platforms into the 

educational process. The use of digital technologies in ELT includes a wide range of tools 

such as learning management systems, online dictionaries, language learning applications, 



 
 

 Vol 2 No 7                                                                                                                         May, 2026 

146 
 

video conferencing platforms, podcasts, and artificial intelligence-based language assistants. 

These tools allow learners to practice English in more authentic and meaningful contexts 

while also providing immediate feedback and individualized learning paths. According to 

educational researchers, technology-enhanced language learning improves motivation, 

engagement, and learner autonomy. (cambridge.org) In addition, digital technologies support 

the development of all four language skills—listening, speaking, reading, and writing—

through interactive exercises, audiovisual materials, and communication with native speakers 

or international learners. For example, video conferencing tools enable real-time 

communication, while mobile applications allow students to practice vocabulary and 

grammar anytime and anywhere. 

Despite these advantages, the integration of digital technologies into English language 

teaching also presents challenges. These include unequal access to devices and internet 

connectivity, lack of teacher training in digital pedagogy, and the risk of reducing human 

interaction in the classroom. Therefore, it is important to carefully design technology-based 

teaching strategies that complement rather than replace traditional pedagogical approaches. 

The purpose of this article is to examine the role of digital technologies in modern English 

language teaching methodology, analyze their benefits and limitations, and explore effective 

ways of integrating technology into language education. 

Main Body 

Digital technologies have become an integral part of modern English language teaching 

methodology, reshaping how teachers deliver instruction and how learners acquire language 

skills. One of the most significant contributions of technology is the creation of interactive 

and student-centered learning environments. Unlike traditional classrooms, where the teacher 

is the main source of knowledge, digital learning environments encourage active participation 

and independent learning. One important category of digital tools in ELT is online learning 

platforms and learning management systems (LMS) such as Moodle, Google Classroom, and 

Canvas. These platforms allow teachers to organize course materials, assign tasks, provide 

feedback, and monitor student progress. They also enable students to access learning 

resources at any time, making learning more flexible and personalized.[1] 

Another important development is the use of mobile-assisted language learning (MALL). 

Mobile applications such as Duolingo, Quizlet, and Memrise provide learners with 

vocabulary exercises, grammar practice, pronunciation training, and interactive quizzes. 

Mobile learning supports continuous language exposure and encourages learners to study 

English outside the classroom, increasing overall learning time and effectiveness. Multimedia 

tools also play a crucial role in modern ELT methodology. Videos, podcasts, animations, and 

interactive presentations help learners understand language in real-life contexts. For example, 

watching English-language films or listening to podcasts improves listening comprehension, 

pronunciation, and cultural awareness. Multimedia materials also make learning more 

engaging and enjoyable, which increases student motivation.[2] 
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The integration of artificial intelligence (AI) in language learning is another emerging 

trend. AI-powered tools such as chatbots, speech recognition systems, and writing assistants 

(e.g., Grammarly) provide immediate feedback on grammar, pronunciation, and writing 

accuracy. These tools help learners identify and correct mistakes independently, promoting 

autonomous learning. Digital technologies also support the development of communicative 

competence, which is a key goal of modern ELT methodology. Video conferencing platforms 

such as Zoom, Microsoft Teams, and Skype allow students to communicate with teachers, 

classmates, and even international partners in real time. These interactions simulate real-life 

communication situations and help learners improve speaking fluency and confidence.[3] 

In addition, social media platforms such as Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube provide 

informal learning environments where students can engage with authentic English content. 

Learners can watch educational videos, participate in discussion forums, and communicate 

with global communities. This exposure to authentic language use enhances cultural 

understanding and intercultural communication skills. Digital technologies also contribute to 

personalized learning. Adaptive learning systems analyze student performance and adjust the 

difficulty level of tasks accordingly. This ensures that learners receive appropriate challenges 

based on their individual needs, which improves learning outcomes and reduces frustration. 

Despite these advantages, several challenges limit the effective use of digital technologies in 

ELT. One major issue is the digital divide, where some students have limited access to 

computers, smartphones, or stable internet connections. This creates inequality in learning 

opportunities. Another challenge is the lack of teacher training in digital pedagogy. Many 

teachers may not be fully prepared to integrate technology effectively into their teaching 

practices. Without proper training, digital tools may be underused or misused, reducing their 

educational value.[4] 

The analysis presented in this article demonstrates that digital technologies play a 

transformative role in modern English language teaching methodology. They have changed 

the traditional teacher-centered model into a more interactive, student-centered, and flexible 

learning environment. Through the use of online platforms, mobile applications, multimedia 

resources, artificial intelligence tools, and virtual communication systems, learners are able 

to develop their English language skills more effectively and in more engaging ways. One of 

the main contributions of digital technologies is their ability to enhance all four language 

skills—listening, speaking, reading, and writing—through interactive and authentic learning 

experiences. Technology also supports the development of communicative competence by 

enabling real-time interaction with teachers, peers, and international users of English. In 

addition, digital tools promote learner autonomy, allowing students to study independently 

and at their own pace. 

However, the integration of digital technologies into English language teaching is not 

without challenges. Issues such as unequal access to technology, insufficient teacher training, 

and the risk of overdependence on digital tools must be addressed to ensure effective learning 

outcomes. Educational institutions must provide adequate infrastructure, professional 
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development opportunities for teachers, and balanced teaching strategies that combine digital 

and traditional methods. The study highlights that the most effective approach to technology 

integration in ELT is blended learning, which combines classroom instruction with digital 

tools. This approach ensures both human interaction and technological support, creating a 

balanced and effective learning environment. In conclusion, digital technologies have become 

an essential component of modern English language teaching methodology. When used 

appropriately, they significantly enhance the quality of education, improve student 

motivation, and prepare learners for communication in a globalized world. Future 

developments in educational technology are likely to further expand opportunities for 

language learning, making English language education more accessible, interactive, and 

effective. 
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