PHONOLOGICAL PROCESSES IN LANGUAGE

Sodikova Mavjuda Ahmadali gizi
Andijon viloyati, Shahrixon tumani 23-sonli umumiy o 'rta ta’lim maktabi
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Annotatsiya. Fonologik jarayonlar nutq tovushilarining tabiiy til qo ‘llanishida
yuzaga keladigan tizimli va qoidaga asoslangan o ‘zgarishlaridir. Ushbu jarayonlar
talaffuzning shakllanishida muhimro’lo ‘ynaydi, artikulyatsiyani osonlashtiradi hamda
nutg ishlab chigarish jarayonidagikognitivmexanizmlarniaks ettiradi. Ushbu tadgigot
fonologik jarayonlarning asosiy turlarini, jumladan, assimilyatsiya, dissimilyatsiya,
eliziya, epenteza va bog ‘lanish (linking) jarayonlarini tahlil qiladi. Shuningdek,
ularning nutg jarayonidagi funksiyalari hamda birinchi va ikkinchi tilni
o ‘zlashtirishdagi o ‘rni o ‘rganiladi. Tadgiqotda, aynigsa, o ‘zbek tilida so ‘zlashuvchi
o ‘quvchilarga ingliz tili talaffuzini o ‘rgatishda pedagogik jihatlariga alohida e ’tibor
garatilgan. Natijalar fonologik ong (phonological awareness) kommunikativ
kompetensiyani rivojlantirishda muhim ahamiyatga ega ekanligini ko ‘rsatadi.
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fonologik ong, kommunikativ kompetensiya.

Abstract. Phonological processes are systematic, rule-governed modifications of
speech sounds that occur in natural language use. These processes play a crucial role
in shaping pronunciation, facilitating ease of articulation, and reflecting cognitive
mechanisms underlying language production. This study explores the major types of
phonological processes, including assimilation, dissimilation, elision, epenthesis, and
linking. It also examines their functions in speech production and their role in first and
second language acquisition. Special emphasis is placed on pedagogical implications,
particularly in teaching English pronunciation to Uzbek learners. The findings
highlight the importance of phonological awareness in improving communicative
competence.
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Phonology, as a core branch of linguistics, investigates the sound systems of
languages and the rules governing sound patterns. One of the central concepts in
phonology is phonological processes, which refer to predictable changes that speech
sounds undergo in different phonetic environments (Roach, 2009). These processes are
universal and occur in all languages, although their realization may differ depending on
linguistic context. In natural speech, especially in fast or connected discourse, speakers
tend to modify sounds to achieve greater efficiency and ease of articulation (Yule,
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2010). Moreover, phonological processes are highly relevant in both first language
acquisition and second language learning. Children naturally apply these processes as
strategies to simplify adult speech, while second language learners often transfer
phonological patterns from their native language. Therefore, studying phonological
processes providesvaluable insightsinto both linguistic theory and language pedagogy.

Types of Phonological Processes:

1)Assimilation is a process in which a sound becomes more similar to a neighboring
sound in terms of place, manner, or voicing. It is one of the most widespread
phonological processes in natural language.

There are three main types:

1- Regressive assimilation: the following sound influences the preceding one (input
— [1mpot])

2-Progressive assimilation: the preceding sound affects the following one

3-Coalescent assimilation: two adjacent sounds combine to form a new sound (did
you — [did3u:])

Assimilation significantly contributes to speech fluency and reduces articulatory
effort (Fromkin et al., 2014)

2)Dissimilation is the opposite of assimilation, where similar sounds become less
alike. Although less common, it playsarole in maintainingphonological distinctiveness
and avoiding repetition of similar sounds.

3)Elision refers to the omission of sounds in connected speech. This process is
particularly common in rapid or informal communication.

Examples include:

nextday — [neksdeir] friends — [frenz]

Elision simplifies complex consonant clusters and enhances speech efficiency
(Roach, 2009).

3) Epenthesis (Insertion) involvesinserting an additional sound within a word to
facilitate pronunciation.

Examples: film — [filom] athlete — [ a&0ali:t]

This process is especially common among second language learners who struggle
with unfamiliar phonotactic structures. Linking and Intrusion In connected speech,
speakers often use linking and intrusion to ensure smooth transitions between words.
Linking: far away — [fa:r ower] Intrusion:idea of — [a1'd1or oV]

These processes are characteristic of fluent speech and are essential for natural
pronunciation.

Functions of Phonological Processes

Phonological processes serve several important functions:Articulatory
simplification: reducing the complexity of sound production Speech fluency: enabling
faster and more natural communication Cognitive efficiency: reflecting mental
organization of sound patterns Language acquisition: assisting learners in mastering
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pronunciation These functions demonstrate that speech is dynamic and adaptive rather
than fixed.

Phonological Processes in Language Acquisition

First Language Acquisition Children use phonological processes as natural
strategies to simplify adult speech. Common patterns include:

Cluster reduction: spoon — [pun] Final consonant deletion: cat — [ka] These
processes are systematic and gradually disappear as the child’s phonological system
develops (Yule, 2010).

Second Language Acquisition In second language learning, phonological processes
are influenced by the learner’s native language. Uzbek learners of English often:
simplify consonant clusters, substitute unfamiliar sounds,apply native phonological
rules

Understanding these tendencies helps teachers design effective pronunciation
instruction.

Pedagogical Implications

The study of phonological processes has significant implications for language
teaching: Helps teachers predict common pronunciation errors, Improves learners’
listening comprehension, Enhances speaking fluency and intelligibility, Supports
communicative competence development. Incorporating phonological awareness into
language instruction is essential for achieving accurate pronunciation.

Conclusion

Phonological processesare afundamental aspect of language structure and use. They
reveal the interaction between abstract phonological rules and real speech production.
This study has demonstrated that phonological processes are not only theoretical
constructs but also practical tools for understanding language acquisition and teaching.

In the contextof Uzbek learnersof English, these processes provide valuable insights
into pronunciation challenges and learning strategies. Therefore, their study remains
essential in modern linguistics and applied language teaching.
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