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Abstract: This article examines the grammatical features and usage of the “have got”
construction in modern English. Based on authoritative grammar sources, the study
analyzes its structure, meanings, limitations, and stylistic functions, with particular
attention to its role in spoken English and language teaching.
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AHHOTAUMA: B 0aHHOU cmambe paccmMampusaomest SpamMmamuiecKue 0CoOeHHoCmu u
ynompebenue KoHcmpykyuu «have goty 6 cogpemenHom auenuiickom sasvike. Ha ochoge
ABMOPUMEMHBIX SPAMMAMUYECKUX UCMOYHUKO8 AHATIUZUPYIOMCS €€ CMPYKMYpPd, 3HAYeHUs,
OCPAHUYEHUS. U CIMUTUCTIUYECKUe PYHKYUU, a MAKIHCe Nedd202UecKast 3HAUUMOCHb.

KiroueBsble cioBa: have got, 61adenue, aneruiickas cpamMmamurd, pa3e080pHas peub,
00yuYeHue A3bIKY, SPAMMAMULEecKas CmpyKmypa

Annotatsiya: Ushbu maqolada zamonaviy ingliz tilidagi “have got” konstruktsiyasining
grammatik xususiyatlari va qo ‘llanilishi tahlil qilinadi. Ishda uning tuzilishi, ma nolari,
cheklovlari va uslubiy vazifalari hamda til o ‘qitishdagi ahamiyati yoritilgan.

Kalit so‘zlar: have got, egalik, ingliz tili grammatikasi, og‘zaki nutq, til o ‘qitish,
grammatik tuzilma

The English language contains a wide range of grammatical constructions that express
possession, states, and relationships. One of the most frequently used and pedagogically
significant constructions is “have got.” Although it is closely related to the verb “have,” the
construction “have got” possesses distinctive grammatical, stylistic, and functional
characteristics that justify its separate treatment in English grammar teaching.

In modern English, especially in British English, “have got” is widely used in spoken
communication and informal contexts. Many learners of English encounter difficulties in

understanding when to use “have got” instead of “have,” how to form questions and
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negatives correctly, and why “have got” is restricted mainly to the present tense. Therefore,
this topic has attracted considerable attention in authoritative grammar books and teaching
methodologies.

This article aims to analyze the grammatical features, usage patterns, and teaching
relevance of the “have got” construction based on well-known linguistic sources such as
Raymond Murphy, Michael Swan, Jeremy Harmer, and materials published by Oxford and
Longman. The paper also discusses the pedagogical implications of teaching “have got” in
English language classrooms.

1. Definition and General Characteristics of “Have Got”

The construction “have got” is primarily used to express possession and states, rather
than actions. From a semantic point of view, it is equivalent to the verb “have” in many
contexts; however, from a grammatical perspective, it behaves differently.

According to Murphy (English Grammar in Use), “have got” is commonly used in
present simple meaning, but it does not freely change tense. This restriction distinguishes it
from the verb “have,” which can appear in past and future forms.

For example:

I have got a laptop.

She has got a new job.

In these sentences, “have got” simply indicates possession at the present moment.

2. Grammatical Structure of “Have Got”

2.1 Affirmative Forms

The affirmative form of “have got” depends on the subject:

I/You/We/They — have got

He / She / It — has got

Examples:

They have got a large house.

He has got blue eyes

Contracted forms are extremely common in spoken English:

I’ve got

She’s got

They’ve got

Oxford English Grammar Course emphasizes that learners should be exposed to these
contracted forms early, as they are more natural in everyday speech.

2.2 Negative Forms

In negative sentences, “have got” forms negation without using auxiliary verbs such as
do or does. Instead, not is added directly
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Examples:

[ haven’t got enough time.

She hasn’t got any sisters.

This feature often causes confusion for learners who are accustomed to forming negatives
with “do/does.”

2.3 Interrogative Forms

In questions, “have” or “has” comes before the subject

Examples:

Have you got a passport?

Has he got a car?

Michael Swan highlights that this auxiliary-like behavior of “have got” is one of its most
distinctive grammatical features.

3. Functional Meanings of “Have Got”

3.1 Possession

The most common function of “have got” is to express possession

I’ve got a smartphone.

We’ve got a new teacher.

3.2 Family and Social Relationships

“Have got” is frequently used to describe family members and relationships:

She’s got two brothers.

They’ve got many friends.

3.3 Physical Conditions and States

The construction is also used to express physical conditions and temporary states:

I’ve got a headache.

He’s got a cold.

Swan emphasizes that “have got” is suitable for states, not actions, which explains why it
cannot be used for habitual activities.

4. Limitations of the “Have Got” Construction

One of the most important grammatical limitations of “have got” is its restricted tense
usage. Unlike “have,” it is generally not used in the past or future.

Incorrect:

> 1 had got a car last year. X I will have got more time tomorrow.
Correct:

I had a car last year.

I will have more time tomorrow.
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This limitation is clearly explained in Practical English Usage, where Swan advises
teachers to emphasize this rule explicitly.

5. Spoken vs. Written English

Longman’s Student Grammar of Spoken and Written English provides corpus-based
evidence showing that “have got” appears far more frequently in spoken English than in
formal written texts.

Comparison:

Spoken: I’ve got a problem.

Written: I have a problem.

This distinction is crucial for learners who need to adapt their language according to
context, especially in academic and professional writing.

6. Pedagogical Implications

Jeremy Harmer stresses the importance of teaching “have got” through communicative
methods. Since the construction is highly frequent in spoken English, learners should
practice it in realistic situations such as dialogues, role-plays, and interviews.

Example classroom dialogue: — Have you got any free time today?

— Yes, I’ve got some time in the afternoon.

Teaching “have got” alongside “have” allows learners to understand stylistic differences
and develop pragmatic competence.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the “have got” construction plays a significant role in modern English
grammar and communication. Although it shares semantic similarity with the verb “have,”
it differs in terms of grammatical structure, tense usage, and stylistic preference. The
analysis of authoritative sources such as Murphy, Swan, Harmer, Oxford, and Longman
demonstrates that “have got” is primarily a present-tense, spoken-English construction used
to express possession, relationships, and states.

For effective language teaching, it is essential to present “have got” clearly, highlight its
limitations, and provide learners with ample opportunities for communicative practice.
Understanding this construction enables learners to sound more natural and confident in
everyday English communication.
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