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Annotation: This article presents a detailed analysis of conditional sentences (if-

clauses) in English, highlighting their types, structures, and usage. It compares 

explanations from leading grammar references, including Murphy’s English Grammar in 

Use, Azar’s Fundamentals of English Grammar, Swan’s Practical English Usage, and 

Oxford & Cambridge resources. The paper emphasizes the differences in pedagogical 

approaches, showing how each author explains zero, first, second, third, mixed, and 

inverted conditionals, as well as other conditional expressions like unless, provided that, 

and if only. The analysis aims to provide English learners and teachers with a 

comprehensive understanding of conditional sentences and their practical applications. 

Keywords: Conditional sentences, IF-clauses, zero conditional, first conditional, second 

conditional, third conditional, mixed conditional, English grammar, Murphy, Azar, Swan, 

Oxford, Cambridge, language teaching. 

Annotatsiya: Ushbu maqola ingliz tilidagi shartli gaplar (if-clauses) bo‘yicha batafsil 

tahlilni taqdim etadi, ularning turlari, tuzilishi va ishlatilishiga e’tibor qaratadi. Maqolada 

Raymond Murphyning English Grammar in Use, Betty Azarning Fundamentals of English 

Grammar, Michael Swaning Practical English Usage hamda Oxford va Cambridge 

manbalari bo‘yicha tushuntirishlar solishtiriladi. Ish pedagogik yondashuvdagi farqlarni 

ta’kidlaydi, har bir muallif noldan (zero), birinchi, ikkinchi, uchinchi, aralash (mixed) va 

teskari (inverted) shartli gaplarni, shuningdek unless, provided that, if only kabi boshqa 

shartli ifodalarni qanday tushuntirishi ko‘rsatiladi. Tahlil ingliz tilini o‘rganayotganlar va 

o‘qituvchilar uchun shartli gaplarning mazmuni va amaliy qo‘llanilishi bo‘yicha to‘liq 

tushuncha berishni maqsad qiladi. 

Kalit so‘zlar: Shartli gaplar, IF-clauses, zero conditional, first conditional, second 

conditional, third conditional, mixed conditional, ingliz tili grammatikasi, Murphy, Azar, 

Swan, Oxford, Cambridge, til o‘qitish. 
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Аннотация: В данной статье представлен подробный анализ условных 

предложений (if-clauses) в английском языке, с акцентом на их типы, структуры и 

использование. Выполняется сравнение объяснений из ведущих справочников по 

грамматике, включая English Grammar in Use Р. Мёрфи, Fundamentals of English 

Grammar Б. Азар, Practical English Usage М. Свана, а также материалы Oxford и 

Cambridge. Статья подчеркивает различия в педагогических подходах, показывая, 

как каждый автор объясняет нулевой (zero), первый, второй, третий, смешанный 

(mixed) и инвертированный (inverted) типы условных предложений, а также другие 

условные выражения, такие как unless, provided that и if only. Анализ направлен на 

обеспечение учащихся и преподавателей английского языка всесторонним 

пониманием условных предложений и их практического применения. 

Ключевые слова: Условные предложения, IF-clauses, zero conditional, first 

conditional, second conditional, third conditional, mixed conditional, грамматика 

английского языка, Murphy, Azar, Swan, Oxford, Cambridge, обучение языку. 

 

Conditional sentences, or if-clauses, are essential for expressing cause-and-effect 

relationships, hypothetical situations, and possibilities in English. They allow speakers and 

writers to communicate real events, imagined scenarios, regrets, universal truths, and 

predictions. Although the concept of conditionals is straightforward, grammar textbooks 

vary in how they explain their types, structures, and usage. This article compares 

explanations of conditional sentences in Raymond Murphy’s English Grammar in Use, 

Betty Azar’s Fundamentals of English Grammar, Michael Swan’s Practical English Usage, 

and Oxford & Cambridge resources. 

Zero Conditional 

Zero conditionals describe general truths or scientific facts. 

Murphy explains zero conditionals as sentences where if + present simple → present 

simple is used to state facts or repeated outcomes. Example: If you heat water, it boils. 

Azar emphasizes habitual, factual, and general truths, categorizing uses of zero 

conditional for instructions and scientific statements. 

Swan clarifies that zero conditionals describe events that always happen under certain 

conditions and highlights interchangeable use of when instead of if. 

Oxford & Cambridge present the structure in tables, showing that zero conditionals apply 

to “always true” scenarios. 

First Conditional 

First conditional sentences express real or possible future situations. 
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Murphy presents them as if + present simple → will / can / may + base verb and focuses 

on real-life predictions: If it rains, we will stay home. 

Azar explains formation rules in more detail, including negative and question forms, 

highlighting auxiliary use. 

Swan draws attention to common mistakes, such as using will in the if-clause, noting that 

it is generally incorrect unless expressing willingness. 

Oxford & Cambridge provide both structure tables and examples, emphasizing realistic 

future possibilities. 

Second Conditional 

Second conditional expresses hypothetical or unreal situations in the present or future. 

Murphy explains it as if + past simple → would / could / might + base verb and stresses 

that were is recommended for formal contexts: If I were you, I would study more. 

Azar presents similar rules but also emphasizes advice, wishes, and hypothetical 

reasoning. 

Swan warns learners about misusing past forms to indicate past events instead of present 

unreality. 

Oxford & Cambridge give real-life examples and show modal verbs variations (could, 

might) for nuance. 

Third Conditional 

Third conditional refers to unreal situations in the past and their imagined outcomes. 

Murphy explains: if + past perfect → would have + past participle. Example: If I had 

studied, I would have passed the exam. 

Azar focuses on expressing regret, criticism, and alternative outcomes. 

Swan emphasizes accuracy of tense combination and common learner errors (If I would 

have… is incorrect). 

Oxford & Cambridge add tables and note that third conditionals are common in reflective 

narratives. 

Mixed Conditionals 

Mixed conditionals occur when the if-clause and main clause refer to different time 

frames. 

Type 1 (Past → Present): If + past perfect → would + base verb. Example: If I had 

studied medicine, I would be a doctor now. 

Type 2 (Present → Past): If + past simple → would have + past participle. Example: If he 

were more careful, he wouldn’t have lost his keys. 
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Murphy and Azar both include mixed conditional exercises, while Swan emphasizes 

logical coherence and Oxford & Cambridge illustrate them with real-life contextual 

examples. 

Conditional Inversion and Special Expressions 

In formal English, inversion can replace if: 

Murphy: Had I known… 

Swan: Were I you…, Should you need… 

Other conditional expressions include: 

Unless: If not → Unless you hurry, you will miss the bus. 

Provided (that) / As long as: Conditional requirement → You may borrow it provided 

that you return it tonight. 

If only: Expressing strong regret → If only I had listened to her. 

Even if / In case / Whether or not: Swan and Oxford highlight nuanced differences and 

real-life usage. 

Comparative Insights 

Murphy: focuses on clarity, intuitive examples, and practice exercises. 

Azar: emphasizes structural rules, formation, and detailed categorization of uses. 

Swan: addresses common errors and clarifies difficult nuances. 

Oxford & Cambridge: present tables, context-based examples, and pedagogical clarity. 

Together, these resources provide learners a full understanding of conditional sentences 

from multiple angles: functional, structural, error-focused, and contextual. 

Conditional sentences are a vital tool in English communication, allowing speakers to 

express real and hypothetical events, regrets, and universal truths. While elementary in 

concept, they are complex in application. Comparing the major grammar textbooks 

highlights differences in pedagogical focus and presentation style. Integrating these 

perspectives allows learners and teachers to better understand, practice, and teach 

conditional sentences effectively, ensuring both grammatical accuracy and communicative 

competence. 
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