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Abstract: This review provides an in-depth analysis of the corpuscular elements of 

blood, including erythrocytes, leukocytes, and thrombocytes. The article summarizes their 

structure, function, development, and clinical relevance. Special emphasis is placed on 

recent advances in membrane protein biology, immunohematology, hematopoietic 

regulation, and platelet granule research. Diagnostic approaches and major pathological 

conditions related to these cellular components are discussed with cross -references to 

landmark and recent high-impact journal publications. 
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Introduction 

Blood is a specialized connective tissue composed of plasma and formed cellular 

elements. The corpuscular elements—erythrocytes, leukocytes, and thrombocytes—play 

essential roles in oxygen transport, immune defense, and hemostasis. Advances in 

hematology, molecular biology, and imaging technology have transformed our 

understanding of their structure and function. Modern techniques such as flow cytometry, 

genomic sequencing, and cryogenic electron microscopy have provided unprecedented 

insights into cellular interactions and pathophysiology. 

Erythrocytes (Red Blood Cells) 

Erythrocytes are highly specialized cells optimized for gas transport. Their biconcave 

disc structure increases surface area while maintaining flexibility. The erythrocyte 

membrane skeleton consists of spectrin, ankyrin, band 3, protein 4.1R, actin, and other 

components forming a dynamic meshwork that stabilizes shape and mechanical resistance. 

Recent studies published in *Blood*, *Nature Communications*, and *PNAS* have 

demonstrated that point mutations in spectrin or ankyrin can alter deformability, leading to 

hereditary spherocytosis, elliptocytosis, and other hemolytic conditions. The absence of 

organelles in mature erythrocytes allows maximal hemoglobin packing. 

Erythropoiesis is primarily regulated by erythropoietin (EPO), which is synthesized in the 

kidneys in response to hypoxia. Disorders of erythropoiesis include thalassemia, 
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sideroblastic anemia, aplastic anemia, and sickle-cell disease. Hemoglobinopathies remain a 

major global public health concern. 

Leukocytes (White Blood Cells) 

Leukocytes comprise diverse populations: neutrophils, eosinophils, basophils, 

monocytes, and lymphocytes. Neutrophils are the first responders in innate immunity, 

utilizing degranulation, reactive oxygen species, and neutrophil extracellular traps (NETs). 

Recent work in *Nature Immunology* outlines how NET dysregulation contributes to 

autoimmune diseases and thrombosis. 

Lymphocytes—B cells, T cells, and NK cells—are central to adaptive immunity. 

Advances in T‑cell receptor sequencing and CAR‑T cell therapy have reshaped modern 

immunotherapy. Monocytes differentiate into macrophages and dendritic cells, orchestrating 

both inflammation and tissue repair. 

Leukocyte disorders include leukopenia, leukocytosis, lymphomas, leukemias, and 

immune deficiency syndromes. Flow cytometry and immunophenotyping serve as crucial 

diagnostic tools. 

Thrombocytes (Platelets) 

Platelets are cytoplasmic fragments derived from megakaryocytes. Their α‑granules 

contain fibrinogen, von Willebrand factor (vWF), platelet factor 4, and growth factors, 

while dense granules store serotonin, ADP, and calcium ions. 

Research published in *Journal of Thrombosis and Haemostasis* and *Blood Advances* 

has demonstrated that platelet granule secretion influences inflammation, angiogenesis, and 

tumor metastasis. Platelet activation triggers shape change, adhesion, and aggregation via 

integrins such as GPIIb/IIIa. 

Disorders include thrombocytopenia, immune thrombocytopenic purpura (ITP), 

thrombocytosis, and qualitative platelet dysfunction. 

Hematopoiesis and Regulatory Factors 

Hematopoiesis occurs in the bone marrow and is regulated by complex interactions 

between hematopoietic stem cells (HSCs), stromal cells, cytokines, and extracellular matrix 

components. Thrombopoietin (TPO) and the MPL receptor regulate both platelet production 

and maintenance of HSC quiescence. 

Recent high‑impact studies from *Cell Stem Cell* and *Nature Reviews Hematology* 

have shown that TPO/MPL signaling pathways influence long-term regeneration, immune 

responses, and aging of the hematopoietic system. 

Diagnostic Techniques 

Clinical evaluation of blood disorders relies on complete blood count (CBC), peripheral 

smear examination, coagulation profiles (PT, aPTT), bone marrow aspiration, 
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immunophenotyping, cytogenetics, and next-generation sequencing (NGS). Techniques 

such as HPLC enable identification of hemoglobin variants, while flow cytometry remains 

indispensable for leukemia classification. 

Understanding molecular pathways has led to development of targeted therapies such as 

JAK inhibitors, monoclonal antibodies, and gene-editing approaches (CRISPR). 

Emerging Advances 

Current research focuses on: 

- Gene therapy for hemoglobinopathies   

- Single-cell transcriptomics in hematopoiesis   

- Advanced platelet biology and immunothrombosis  

- Artificial blood substitutes  

- Genome engineering for immunotherapy   

Conclusion 

The corpuscular elements of blood represent a highly coordinated system vital for life. 

Advances in cell biology, molecular hematology, and clinical diagnostics have significantly 

improved understanding and treatment of hematologic diseases. Continuous research 

promises further breakthroughs in personalized medicine and regenerative therapy. 
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