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Annotation: This article examines the role of interactive methods in the process of
teaching English as a foreign language. The research highlights how interactive techniques
such as role-plays, discussions, debates, simulations, and digital tools enhance learners’
motivation, communicative competence, and critical thinking skills. At the same time, the
article identifies certain challenges in applying these methods, including classroom
management, technological limitations, and teachers’ methodological readiness. The
findings suggest that interactive methods, if properly adapted, can significantly improve the
quality of English language education.
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Introduction

The process of teaching English as a foreign language (EFL) has undergone significant
transformations over the last few decades. Traditional methods, such as grammar-translation
or audio-lingual approaches, focused primarily on the memorization of vocabulary and
rules, while limiting students’ opportunities to practice real communication. In contrast,
interactive methods emphasize learner-centered activities where students are actively
engaged in the learning process, collaborating with peers and interacting with teachers in
dynamic ways. Interactive methods are grounded in communicative language teaching
(CLT), which prioritizes meaningful interaction and the development of communicative
competence rather than the passive absorption of information'?®. By incorporating debates,
group discussions, role-plays, and digital platforms, teachers can create authentic contexts in
which learners develop both linguistic knowledge and social skills. This is particularly
important in the modern world, where English is not only a school subject but also a global

language for science, technology, and intercultural communication'?*,

12 Richards, J. C., & Rodgers, T. S. (2014). Approaches and Methods in Language Teaching. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.
124 Harmer, J. (2015). The Practice of English Language1:__?l"e"a<;hjpg. Harlow: Pearson Education.
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Furthermore, the use of interactive methods aligns with constructivist theories of
learning, which suggest that students learn more effectively when they are actively involved
in constructing knowledge rather than simply receiving it. Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory
underscores the role of interaction in cognitive development, highlighting the concept of the
Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD), where learners achieve higher levels of performance
through collaboration'”®. Thus, interactive methods not only improve language skills but
also foster critical thinking, creativity, and teamwork.

Main Part
1. Opportunities of Interactive Methods

Interactive methods provide numerous pedagogical benefits. First, they enhance
learners’ communicative competence by creating opportunities for authentic language use.
For instance, role-plays and simulations allow learners to practice conversations in real-life
scenarios, such as job interviews, travel situations, or negotiation3126. These tasks encourage
spontaneity and adaptability, which are key aspects of fluency.

Second, interactive techniques significantly increase learner motivation. Research
indicates that students are more engaged and attentive when they actively participate in
classroom activities rather than listening passively to lectures*®’. Games, problem-solving
tasks, and debates stimulate curiosity and provide a sense of achievement, which in turn
sustains motivation. Third, digital technologies offer a wide range of interactive
opportunities. Platforms such as Kahoot!, Quizlet, and Zoom breakout rooms allow students
to collaborate virtually, exchange ideas, and practice language in innovative ways. These
tools not only make learning more attractive but also expand access to resources beyond the
traditional classroom*?,

2. Challenges in Implementation

Despite the clear benefits, the application of interactive methods faces several
challenges. One major issue is classroom management, particularly in large groups. It is
often difficult for teachers to monitor every student’s participation and ensure equal
involvement. Some learners may dominate the discussion, while others remain passive'?.
Another challenge lies in technological limitations. In many educational institutions, there is
insufficient access to digital tools or stable internet connections, which hinders the effective

125 \yygotsky, L. S. (1978). Mind in Society: The Development of Higher Psychological Processes. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press.

126 Brown, H. D. (2007). Principles of Language Learning and Teaching. New York: Pearson Longman.

27 Dornyei, Z. (2001). Motivational Strategies in the Language Classroom. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
128 Godwin-Jones, R. (2018). Emerging Technologies: Using Mobile Apps for Language Learning. Language Learning
& Technology, 22(3), 2-11.

129 Ur, P. (2012). A Course in English Language Teachilqg'l"Ca;pb.ridge: Cambridge University Press.
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use of interactive platforms®. Teachers also need adequate training to integrate these
technologies meaningfully into their lessons.Finally, interactive activities sometimes
prioritize fluency over accuracy. While students may become more confident in speaking,
they might neglect grammar, spelling, or pronunciation if these aspects are not addressed in
parallel. Striking a balance between communicative practice and linguistic accuracy remains
a critical challenge for educators®®.

3. Recommendations for Improvement

To overcome these obstacles, it is essential to provide teachers with professional
development opportunities focused on interactive pedagogy. Training programs should
equip educators with both theoretical knowledge and practical skills to implement
interactive methods effectively. Moreover, integrating traditional methods, such as focused
grammar exercises, with interactive tasks can ensure balanced language development.
Schools and universities should also invest in technological infrastructure to support the use
of digital platforms. Even simple tools, such as smartphones or free applications, can
significantly enhance interactivity if used creatively. Lastly, assessment systems should be
adapted to evaluate not only linguistic knowledge but also communication, collaboration,
and critical thinking skills.

Conclusion

The integration of interactive methods in English language teaching offers immense
potential for enhancing the learning experience. By promoting authentic communication,
collaboration, and learner autonomy, these methods contribute significantly to the
development of communicative competence and critical thinking skills. Furthermore, digital
technologies have expanded opportunities for interactive learning beyond the classroom,
making education more dynamic and accessible.

Nevertheless, challenges remain in terms of classroom management, technological
limitations, and teachers’ methodological readiness. These issues highlight the importance
of professional development programs and institutional support for educators. A balanced
approach, which combines interactive strategies with traditional techniques, can ensure that
learners achieve both fluency and accuracy in their language use. In conclusion, interactive
methods should be considered not as a replacement but as an enrichment of traditional
teaching practices. When effectively implemented, they can transform English language
classrooms into active learning environments that prepare students for real-life
communication in a globalized world.

130 Beatty, K. (2013). Teaching and Researching Computer-Assisted Language Learning. London: Routledge.
BLE(lis, R. (2008). The Study of Second Language Acq{ﬁ'éit-iofy_;.oxford: Oxford University Press.
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