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Abstract

Affixation is one of the most productive and widely used processes of word formation in
the English language. It involves the addition of affixes to a base or root word in order to
create new lexical units or modify existing ones. The purpose of this article is to analyze the
structure and functions of affixes, identify their main types, and demonstrate their role in
vocabulary expansion. The study uses descriptive and analytical methods to examine
examples of words formed through affixation. The results show that prefixes mainly modify
the meaning of words, while suffixes frequently change the grammatical category.
Understanding affixationis essential for linguistic research and language learning because
it helps explain how new words are created and how vocabulary develops over time.
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AHHOTAIMA

Agurcayus aeisiemecs 00num u3 Haubojee NPOOYKMUBHLIX U WUPOKO UCHOJIb3YEMbIX
cnoco6086 cio6o0bpazosanus 8 anenutickom sazvike. Ona exmouaem dobasieHue agdurcos K
OCHOe6¢€e Ul KOPpHIO clloea C yevio CO30AHUSA HOBbIX JIEK CUYECKUX eduHuu UJU USMEHEeHUA Yorce
cywecmeyrowux. Llenv Oannol cmamvu — NPOAHAIUZUPOBAML CHMPYKMYPY U QYHKYUU
aggurcos, onpedenumn ux 0CHOBHbLE MUNBL U NPOOEMOHCIPUPOBATNL UX POJIb 8 PACUIUD eHUU
ClloeapHoco 3anaca. B uccneoosanuu UCNOJIb3YIOmcs onucameilbHble U aHaiumudeckKue
Memoobl Ol pACCMOMPEHUss NPUMeEPO8 Cl08, 00PA308AHHLIX C NOMOWDbIO Ap@uUKCayuu.
Pe3yflbmambl nokKassledrom, umo npegbuKCbz 6 OCHOBHOM U3MEHAION 3HAUYEeHUe CJ0o8, moezoa
Kax cyghguxcol uacmo uzmensom epammamudeckyro kamezopuio. [lonumanue agguxcayuu
umeem 6adHCHOe 3HAYeHUe OIS TUHSEUCMUYECKUX UCCIIe008AHUL U U3YU4eHUs A3blKd, NOCKOJIbKY
nomoczcaem 06”b}lCHun’Ib, KaK co30a10mcs Hoeble Cll08d U Kak paseuseaemcs CJlO@ClprlIZ 3andac c
medeHuem spemeru.
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Annotatsiya

Affiksatsiya ingliz tilida so‘z yasalishining eng samarali va keng qo ‘llaniladigan
usullaridan biridir. U yangi leksik birliklarni yaratish yoki mavjud so zlarni o ‘zgartirish
magsadida asos yokiildizga affikslar qo ‘shishnio zichiga oladi. Ushbumagolaning magsadi
affikslarning tuzilishivafunksiyalarinitahlil gilish,ularning asosiy turlarinianiglash hamda
lug ‘at boyligini kengaytirishdagi rolini ko ‘rsatishdan iborat. Tadqiqotda affiksatsiya orqali
yasalgan so ‘zlar misollarini o ‘rganish uchun tavsifiy va tahliliy usullardan foydalanilgan.
Natijalar shuni ko ‘rsatadiki, prefikslar asosan so ‘z ma’nosini o ‘zgartiradi, suffikslar esa
ko ‘pincha grammatik kategoriyani o ‘zgartiradi. Affiksatsiyani tushunish lingvistik
tadqgiqotlar va til 0 ‘rganish uchun muhim ahamiyatga ega, chunki u yangi so ‘zlar ganday
yaratilishini va vaqt o ‘tishi bilan lug ‘at boyligi ganday rivojlanishini tushuntiradi.

Kalit so‘zlar: affiksatsiya, so ‘zyasalishi, morfologiya, prefikslar, suffikslar, lug ‘at boyligi
rivoji

Introduction

Word formation is a fundamental aspect of linguistics that studies how new words appear
in a language. Languages constantly change and develop, and one of the main mechanisms
responsible for vocabulary expansion is affixation. Affixation refers to the process of adding
affixes to a base or root word to produce a new word or change its meaning.

In English morphology, affixation is considered one of the most productive word -
formation processes. It allows speakers to derive numerous words froma single root, thereby
increasing the expressive potential of the language. For example, from the base word help we
can create helpful, helpless, helper, and unhelpful. Each of these words contains an affix that
modifies the meaning or grammatical category.

The study of affixation is especially important for students learning English as a foreign
language. Knowledge of common affixes helps learners identify word patternsand understand
unfamiliar vocabulary. By analyzing prefixes and suffixes, learners can often determine the
meaning of complex words without using a dictionary.

The purpose of this article is to examine the concept of affixation, describe its main types,
analyze examples of affixes in English, and demonstrate its role in vocabulary development

Research Methods

This study uses several linguistic research methods.
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The descriptive method is used to explain the theoretical aspects of affixation and present
definitions of prefixes, suffixes, and root words. This method helps describe the structural
characteristics of affixes in English.

The analytical method is applied to examine examples of words formed through affixation.
By analyzingdifferent lexical items, it becomes possible to determine how affixes influence
meaning and grammatical function.

The comparative method is used to compare different categories of affixes and identify
similarities and differences between prefixes and suffixes. This comparison helps determine
the specific role of each type of affix in word formation.

Together, these methods provide a comprehensive understanding of affixation as a
morphological process

Theoretical Background of Affixation

Affixation belongs to the field of morphology, which studies the internal structure of
words. In morphological analysis, words are often divided into smaller meaningful units
called morphemes.

A morpheme is the smallest meaningful element in a language. For example, the word
unhappiness contains three morphemes:

un- (prefix) happy (root) -ness (suffix)

These morphemes combine to form a complex word with a specific meaning.

Affixes are generally divided into two main categories:

Prefixes — added to the beginning of a word

1. Suffixes— added to the end of a word

Each type of affix performs specific grammatical and semantic functions.
Prefixes in English
A prefix is an affix that appears at the beginning of a word. Prefixes usually modify the
meaning of the root word but rarely change its grammatical category.

For example:

happy — unhappy agree — disagree write — rewrite
In these examples, the prefix changes the meaning of the base word.
Prefixes can express several semantic meanings, including:

negation repetition

time relation degree

location
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Table 1. Common Prefixes in English

Prefix

re-

dis—

pre-

mis -

over—

under-

Meaning

Nnot, opposite

again

opposite, Nnot

before

wrongly

too much

too little

Example

unhappy

rewrite

disagree

Meaning of the Word

Nnot happy

write again

Nnot agree

prehistory before history
misunderstand understand wronaly
overwork work too much

underpaid paid too little

These prefixes demonstrate how meaning can change without altering the grammatical
category of the word.
Suffixes in English
A suffix is an affix added to the end of a base word. Unlike prefixes, suffixes frequently
change the grammatical category of a word. These prefixes demonstrate how meaning can
change without altering the grammatical category of the word.
For example:
teach — teacher

happy — happiness care — careful
Suffixes can create nouns, adjectives, verbs, and adverbs
Table 2. Common Suffixes in English

Suffix

-—-nNness

-ful

-less

~able

-ment

Function Example Word Class

forms nouns (person) teacher noun

forms nouns happiness noun

forms adjectives careful adjective

forms adjectives hopeless adjective

forms adjectives readable adjective

forms adverbs quickly adverb

forms nouns development noun .
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This example shows how one root word can generate a large word family.

Affixation therefore makes the language more flexible and expressive. It also helps
speakers create new words when necessary.

Discussion

The analysis demonstrates that affixation is a highly productive morphological process in
English. Both prefixes and suffixes contribute to vocabulary development, but their functions
differ.

Prefixes mainly affect meaning. They help express concepts such as negation, repetition,
and degree. Because they usually do not change the grammatical category, they are often
easier for learners to recognize.

Suffixes, on the other hand, play a more important role in grammatical transformation.
They allow the formation of different parts of speech and help create complex word families.

For language learners, understanding affixation offers several advantages: easier
recognition of unfamiliar vocabulary  improved reading comprehension better word
formation skills expansion of vocabulary

Therefore, affixation is not only a theoretical concept in linguistics but also an important
practical tool in language learning.

Conclusion

Affixation is one of the most important processes of word formation in the English
language. By adding prefixes and suffixes to base words, speakers can create new words and
modify meanings.

The analysis shows that prefixes primarily influence semantic meaning, while suffixes
often change the grammatical category of a word. Together, these affixes allow the English
language to develop arich and flexible vocabulary.

Understanding affixation is essential for linguistic research, vocabulary development, and
language education. For students and language learners, knowledge of affixes provides
valuable tools for interpreting complex words and improving communication skills.

Further research may focus on additional types of affixation, historical changes in affixes,
and their role in modern English vocabulary.
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