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Abstract 

The article is devoted to the study of word formation in the English language as one of the 

key mechanisms of lexical development. The relevance of the topic is determined by the 

continuous expansion of vocabulary and the dynamic nature of modern English, especially in 

digital communication and media discourse. The aim of the research is to analyze the main 

types of word formation and to determine their productivity in contemporary usage. The 

paper examines such processes as affixation, compounding, conversion, abbreviation, and 

derivation. The research methods include the analysis of linguistic literature and the 

systematization of language examples taken from modern sources. The results of the study 

demonstrate that word formation plays a significant role in enriching the vocabulary and 

reflects ongoing linguistic changes. 

Keywords: word formation, affixation, compounding, conversion, abbreviation, 

derivation, lexical development. 

Статья посвящена изучению словообразования в английском языке как одного из 

ключевых механизмов лексического развития. Актуальность темы определяется 

непрерывным расширением словарного запаса и динамичным характером 

современного английского языка, особенно в цифровой коммуникации и медиадискурсе. 

Цель исследования – анализ основных типов словообразования и определение их 

продуктивности в современном употреблении. В работе рассматриваются такие 

процессы, как аффиксация, словообразование, конверсия, сокращение и 

словообразование. Методы исследования включают анализ лингвистической 

литературы и систематизацию языковых примеров из современных источников. 

Результаты исследования показывают, что словообразование играет значительную 

роль в обогащении словарного запаса и отражает происходящие языковые изменения. 

Ключевые слова: словообразование, аффиксация, словообразование путем 

сложения, конверсия, сокращение, словообразование, лексическое развитие. 
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Maqola ingliz tilida so'z yasalishini leksik rivojlanishning asosiy mexanizmlaridan biri 

sifatida o'rganishga bag'ishlangan. Mavzuning dolzarbligi so'z boyligining doimiy ravishda 

kengayishi va zamonaviy ingliz tilining dinamik tabiati, ayniqsa raqamli aloqa va ommaviy 

axborot vositalarida, bilan belgilanadi. Tadqiqotning maqsadi so'z yasalishining asosiy 

turlarini tahlil qilish va ularning zamonaviy qo'llanilishdagi samaradorligini aniqlashdir. 

Maqolada affiksatsiya, birikma, konversiya, qisqartirish va derivatsiya  kabi jarayonlar 

o'rganiladi. Tadqiqot usullari lingvistik adabiyotlarni tahlil qilish va zamonaviy 

manbalardan olingan til misollarini tizimlashtirishni o'z ichiga oladi. Tadqiqot natijalari 

shuni ko'rsatadiki, so'z yasalishi so'z boyligini boyitishda muh im rol o'ynaydi va davom 

etayotgan lingvistik o'zgarishlarni aks ettiradi 

Kalit so'zlar: so'z yasalishi, affiksatsiya, birikma hosil qilish, konversiya, qisqartirish, 

hosila, leksik rivojlanish. 

                                        

 Introduction 

Language is a dynamic system constantly influenced by social, technological, and cultural 

factors. One of the main mechanisms of vocabulary enrichment is word formation. The 

relevance of the research is determined by the rapid development of modern English 

vocabulary, particularly in digital and media contexts. The aim of the study is to analyze the 

main types of word formation and determine their productivity in contemporary English. The 

objectives of the research are: 

1. To define the concept of word formation. 

2. To describe its main types. 

3. To analyze examples from modern English usage. 

4. To identify the most productive word formation processes. 

The novelty of the research lies in the systematization of modern word formation patterns 

based on examples from contemporary media and digital communication. 

Theoretical Background of Word Formation 

Word formation is a branch of linguistics that studies the processes of creating new lexical 

units. Unlike inflection, word formation results in the creation of new words with independent 

lexical meanings. 

According to linguistic studies, the main types of word formation in English include 

affixation, compounding, conversion, abbreviation, and derivation [1; 2].  

Methodology 

The methodology of this study is designed to analyze word formation in modern English 

using real examples from contemporary sources, ensuring that the results correspond directly 

to the types described in the article. The research consisted of the following step s: 
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1. Selection of Sources: 

Contemporary examples were collected from online news articles, blogs, social media 

posts, and dictionaries. This approach ensures that all analyzed words reflect current usage 

rather than only historical or textbook examples. 

2. Classification by Type: 

Each collected word was categorized according to the type of word formation:  

- Affixation (e.g., eco-friendly, unhappy) 

- Compounding (e.g., smartphone, cybersecurity) 

- Conversion (e.g., to google, to text) 

- Abbreviation (e.g., app, NASA) 

- Derivation (e.g., create → creative → creativity) 

3. Analysis of Productivity and Context: 

For each example, the study analyzed: 

- the frequency and productivity of the process in modern English 

- the context in which the word is used (formal, informal, digital, media)  

- the morphological structure and any patterns observable across multiple examples  

4. Literature Comparison: 

Collected examples were compared with descriptions in academic literature [1; 2; 3] to 

verify that their classification corresponds to linguistic theory and to highlight any new trends 

in contemporary English. 

This methodology allows the study to demonstrate actual usage of word formation 

processes, linking theory with modern examples. It ensures that every claim about affixation, 

compounding, conversion, abbreviation, and derivation in the article is supported by real data 

rather than being only theoretical. 

Results 

This section presents the findings of the study, showing actual examples of word formation 

in contemporary English. The collected data are categorized by type of word formation.  

 1.Affixation 

Affixation is the process of adding prefixes or suffixes  to a base word. 

Examples: 

happy → unhappy 

teach → teacher 

possible → impossible 

Affixation is highly productive in modern English, particularly with prefixes such as un -, 

re-, eco- and suffixes such as -er, -ness [3]. 

2.Compounding 
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Compounding involves combining two or more lexical units. 

Examples: 

blackboard 

smartphone 

cybersecurity 

brunch (breakfast + lunch) 

Compounding is especially productive in technological and media vocabulary. 

3.Conversion 

Conversion (zero derivation) is the change of a word’s grammatical category without 

modifying its form. 

Examples: 

to email 

to text 

to google 

Conversion is common in digital communication, showing English morphological 

flexibility. 

4.Abbreviation 

Abbreviation includes shortening words or phrases. 

Examples: 

UN 

NASA 

app (application) 

blog (web log) 

Abbreviations demonstrate linguistic economy, especially in online contexts . 

5.Derivation 

Derivation forms new words by adding derivational morphemes. 

Examples: 

nation → national → nationality 

create → creative → creativity 

Derivation contributes significantly to vocabulary expansion. 

Discussion 

The analysis confirms that affixation and compounding are the most productive word 

formation processes in contemporary English. Conversion is frequent in informal and digital 

contexts, while abbreviation reflects globalization and technological development. 
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The collected examples demonstrate that word formation reflects social and technological 

changes. New realities generate new lexical items, and English adapts through flexible 

morphological mechanisms. 

Conclusion 

The research demonstrates that word formation is a key mechanism of lexical development 

in modern English. The study analyzed the main types of word formation, including 

affixation, compounding, conversion, abbreviation, and derivation. 

The results confirm the high productivity of affixation and compounding, particularly in 

technological and media contexts. Word formation enriches vocabulary and reflects ongoing 

linguistic and social transformations. 
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