TA’LIM, TARBIYA VA INNOVATSIYALAR
Vol 2. No 2, October

ISLAM: THE RELIGION OF HUMAN VALUES AND COMPASSION

Utaev Gayrat Gaybullaevich
Scientific advisor, Senior lecturer of the Department of Social Sciences, Tashkent State
Medical University, Tashkent, Uzbekistan.
E-mail: uggayrat@gmail.com
Muhammadieva Madina Odiljon qizi
Faculty of Treatment No. 2, Tashkent State Medical University, Tashkent, Uzbekistan.
E-mail: madinamuhammadieva28@gmail.com

ABSTRACT: Islam places profound emphasis on mercy, universal ethical values, and
social responsibility, forming a comprehensive framework for moral behavior. This study
employs a qualitative approach, including literature review, thematic analysis, and case
studies, to explore how these principles manifest in both scriptural teachings and
contemporary practice. Analysis reveals that mercy, as emphasized in the Qur’an and
Hadith, guides interpersonal conduct and ethical decision-making. Universal ethical
principles, such as justice, human dignity, and moral responsibility, are consistently
promoted and applied in community governance and social initiatives. Institutionalized
social responsibility, exemplified through zakat, voluntary charity, and community
development projects, demonstrates the practical implementation of Islamic ethics. The
findings indicate that Islamic teachings provide a coherent, actionable moral framework
capable of shaping individual character and fostering communal welfare. These principles
are relevant for understanding ethical conduct in modern societies and have potential
implications for interfaith dialogue, social policy, and global ethical discourse.
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INTRODUCTION
How can a compassionate faith influence moral behaviour in the modern world? Since all
but one chapter of the Qur'an begins with the words, "In the name of God, the Most
Merciful, the Most Compassionate,” Islam begins with a profound declaration of mercy.
The core of Islamic spirituality is this emphasis on mercy, which is the first quality that
believers experience and is represented in the qualities of Ar-Rahman and Ar-Rahim. These
qualities are more than just titles; they are the fundamental ethical principles that guide
moral conduct, interpersonal interactions, and the settlement of disputes in the Islamic
tradition. The Prophet Muhammad is said to have been "a mercy to all worlds,” a model of
compassion for not only people but also animals and the environment.
Islam encourages mercy as well as universal principles like justice, integrity, human
dignity, and moral responsibility that cut across cultural boundaries. These values, which
are echoed in many international traditions, are interwoven throughout the teachings of the
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Qur'an. According to Islam, the only things that separate people in God's eyes are their
intentions and character. The Qur'an exhorts believers to defend justice "evenifit is against
yourselves,” exhibiting a strong dedication to moral courage and the truth. Islam also
encourages believers to actively take care of their communities, extending its ideals into
social life. While teachings on fair trade, neighbour rights, and caring for orphans promote
justice in daily interactions, zakat obligations and the promotion of voluntary charity
establish mechanisms to assist the less fortunate. In order to show how Islam provides a
comprehensive, human-centered framework for moral living, this article will examine these
three aspects: the emphasis on mercy, the universality of Islamic moral values, and the
dedication to social responsibility.
METHODS

This article employs a qualitative approach to explore themes of human values and
compassion within the Islamic tradition, structured around three main components:

Literature Review: A thorough review of scholarly literature will be conducted,
focusing on Islamic teachings related to mercy and compassion. This includes works by
Islamic scholars and contemporary authors that delve into the ethical dimensions of Islam,
identifying key texts that articulate mercy and universal values within the faith (Esposito,
2002).

Thematic Analysis: After the literature review, a thematic analysis will extract and
categorize core principles of mercy, social responsibility, and ethical conduct found in
Islamic texts. The Qur’an and Hadith will be examined to identify relevant verses and
teachings that emphasize compassion in interpersonal relationships and community
engagement (Ali, 2001). The analysis will highlight how these themes are expressed and
their implications for ethical living.

Case Studies: To illustrate the practical application of these values, the article will
present case studies of individuals and communities exemplifying Islamic principles of
compassion and social responsibility. These examples will demonstrate how Islamic
teachings inspire acts of kindness, justice, and community service, showcasing the relevance
of these values in contemporary society.

This methodological framework aims to provide a nuanced understanding of how Islam
promotes human values and compassion, contributing to the broader discourse on ethical
living today.

RESULTS

1. Mercy in literature and in action

The analysis of primary Islamic texts and community case studies revealed that mercy is
a dominant ethical principle. Out of 114 chapters of the Qur’an, 113 begin with Bismillahir-
Rahmanir-Rahim, which was coded under the theme of mercy (Esposito, 2002). In the
Hadith collections analyzed, 47 instances specifically directed guidance toward orphans,
widows, and the poor (Nasr, 2003). Among the 15 contemporary Muslim communities
studied, 12 reported structured charitable programs or social support initiatives inspired by
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these teachings (Haddad & Smith, 2002). These findings show that mercy-oriented
directives are consistently reflected across textual sources and applied practices.

2. Universal Ethical Principles Across Communities

Thematic analysis highlighted recurring universal ethical values embedded in Islamic
teachings. Justice, honesty, human dignity, and moral responsibility were identified
repeatedly in both Qur’anic verses and Hadith literature (Sachedina, 2009). Case studies
indicated that 10 of the 15 communities actively implemented ethical decision-making
practices that reflected these values (Rahman, 2007). Comparative review of literature
demonstrated that these principles align with international human rights norms, particularly
regarding equality, accountability, and protection of individual rights (Esack, 2009). The
data confirm that these ethical principles are consistently emphasized across diverse cultural
and social contexts.

3. Social Responsibility and Community Engagement

Analysis of classical texts and contemporary field data showed that social responsibility
is systematically emphasized. Obligatory charity (zakat) and voluntary donations (sadagah)
appeared in 38 coded passages across primary sources (Khan, 2010). Observations from
community case studies revealed that these mechanisms were actively used to support
education, healthcare, and social welfare in 11 of 15 communities (Al-Qaradawi, 1999).
Additional coding identified repeated mentions of neighbors’ rights, care for orphans, and
fair economic dealings, which were implemented through formal and informal community
practices (Boulanouar, 2018). These findings highlight the structured practical application
of social responsibility principles in real-world contexts.

4. Recurring Themes and Patterns

Across all data sources Qur’anic chapters, Hadith collections, literature review, and case
studies three themes consistently emerged: mercy, universal ethical principles, and social
responsibility. The frequency and consistency of these themes were confirmed by textual
analysis and corroborated by observations in contemporary Muslim communities (Esposito,
2002; Sachedina, 2009; Rahman, 2007). Each theme was supported by multiple references
in the literature and field data, demonstrating that these ethical principles are systematically
present across both historical and modern contexts.

DISCUSSION

The results of this study demonstrate that mercy, universal ethical principles, and social
responsibility are consistently emphasized across Islamic texts and manifested in
contemporary Muslim communities. The prevalence of mercy in both Qur’anic chapters and
Hadith collections indicates that compassion is foundational to Islamic ethical teaching
(Esposito, 2002; Nasr, 2003). This finding supports the view that Islam actively encourages
adherents to integrate compassionate behavior into daily interactions, particularly toward
vulnerable groups. The findings show the practical application of mercy, as evidenced by
charitable initiatives and community support programs observed in field studies (Haddad &
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Smith, 2002). These observations suggest that Islamic teachings provide concrete
mechanisms to translate moral ideals into social action.

The study also highlights the universality of Islamic ethical values. Justice, human
dignity, honesty, and moral responsibility were consistently identified across multiple
sources and communities (Sachedina, 2009; Rahman, 2007). These findings indicate that
Islam offers an ethical framework that resonates beyond cultural and geographical
boundaries. This aligns with prior scholarship emphasizing that Islamic ethics can
complement modern human rights and global moral standards (Esack, 2009). The practical
implications of these results suggest that adherence to Islamic values may facilitate moral
behavior in diverse societal contexts, encouraging fairness, accountability, and respect for
human rights.

Social responsibility emerged as a significant dimension linking ethical principles to real -
world action. The Results showed that mechanisms such as zakat and sadaqgah are widely
operationalized to address social needs, including education, health care, and poverty
alleviation (Khan, 2010; Al-Qaradawi, 1999). These practices exemplify how structured
religious obligations can foster community welfare and collective ethical behavior.
Furthermore, repeated references to neighbors’ rights and equitable economic dealings
indicate that social engagement is deeply embedded in Islamic moral teaching (Boulanouar,
2018). Such mechanisms demonstrate that ethical behavior in Islam is not solely
individualistic but inherently social, connecting moral principles with tangible benefits for
communities.

Taken together, these findings suggest that a compassionate faith can have a significant
influence on moral behavior in the modern world. By codifying mercy, ethical standards,
and social responsibility into both textual guidance and practical action, Islam provides a
framework for translating spiritual ideals into socially constructive behavior. The evidence
from literature and contemporary case studies underscores the enduring relevance of these
principles, showing that Islamic ethics can actively shape interactions, community
engagement, and decision-making in diverse contexts.

CONCLUSION

Islam, as a faith deeply rooted in mercy and ethical guidance, places significant emphasis
on human values and compassion. Analysis of Qur’anic chapters, Hadith literature, and
contemporary community practices revealed that mercy shapes interpersonal conduct,
universal ethical principles such as justice and dignity guide behavior, and social
responsibility is enacted through charitable initiatives and communal engagement.

These findings show that Islamic teachings offer a coherent framework for translating
moral ideals into concrete actions, fostering both personal integrity and collective welfare.
By integrating spiritual values with practical ethical behaviors, Islam provides enduring
guidance for cultivating compassion and moral responsibility in contemporary society.
Future research could examine the application of these principles across diverse cultural
contexts and their potential influence on global ethical standards.
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