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The 21st century has witnessed a significant acceleration of ecological degradation
driven by climate change, resulting in a profound impact on human livelihoods and habitats.
One of the most alarming consequences of this environmental transformation is the
emergence of climate refugees—individuals or communities forced to leave their homes
due to climate-induced phenomena such as rising sea levels, extreme drought,
desertification, floods, and severe storms.

Unlike traditional refugees, climate refugees are not yet formally recognized under
international law, despite facing comparable threats to their survival and dignity. Countries
such as Bangladesh, island nations in the Pacific, regions in Sub-Saharan Africa, and parts
of Central Asia are already witnessing mass displacements driven by environmental
instability. These population movements not only strain local and national capacities but
also pose challenges to regional security, development, and global governance.

This paper seeks to examine the root causes of climate-related displacement, the scale of
the crisis, and the limitations of current international frameworks in addressing the needs of
environmentally displaced people. It also discusses the role of global cooperation,
adaptation strategies, and climate justice in creating a sustainable and humane response to
the growing climate migration crisis.

In recent decades, climate change has intensified the frequency and severity of
environmental disasters, contributing to the displacement of millions of people worldwide.
Unlike economic or conflict-driven migration, climate-induced displacement is often
gradual and multifaceted, making it harder to define and address under existing legal and
policy frameworks. Rising sea levels, prolonged droughts, soil degradation, extreme

46



TA’LIM, TARBIYA VA INNOVATSIYALAR
IX son, September

heatwaves, and natural disasters such as hurricanes and floods are increasingly forcing
vulnerable populations to abandon their homes in search of safer environments.

One of the most affected regions is South Asia, where countries like Bangladesh are
experiencing rapid coastal erosion and increased flooding due to sea-level rise. According to
the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC), millions of Bangladeshis may be
displaced by 2050, creating significant domestic and cross-border migration pressures.
Similarly, small island developing states (SIDS) such as Kiribati, Tuvalu, and the
Maldives face existential threats, as entire communities risk being submerged by ocean
waters.

In Africa, prolonged droughts in the Sahel region, coupled with desertification and crop
failure, are displacing pastoralist communities and triggering conflicts over scarce
resources. The situation is further exacerbated by weak governance, poverty, and lack of
adaptive infrastructure. These environmental stressors often interact with political and
economic factors, creating “complex crises” that blur the line between climate refugees and
traditional migrants.

Despite the growing scale of the problem, climate refugees are not recognized under
the 1951 UN Refugee Convention, which defines a refugee as someone fleeing persecution
based on race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or membership in a particular social
group. This legal gap leaves millions of environmentally displaced persons without formal
protection or the right to claim asylum. International organizations and legal scholars have
therefore called for the development of a new legal category or the expansion of existing
definitions to include climate-induced displacement.

Efforts such as the Global Compact for Migration (2018) and the Platform on
Disaster Displacement (PDD) represent steps toward recognizing and managing climate-
related migration. However, these frameworks remain non-binding and largely rely on
voluntary cooperation. Moreover, the lack of political will among many developed nations
to accept climate migrants complicates global efforts to address the crisis.

At the same time, some countries are implementing national adaptation strategies to
manage internal displacement. For example, Fiji has developed relocation guidelines for
vulnerable communities, while New Zealand has discussed creating a special visa for
Pacific Islanders displaced by climate change. Nevertheless, these responses remain limited
in scope and scale compared to the magnitude of the challenge.

To effectively respond to the climate refugee crisis, a multifaceted approach is needed.
This includes investing in climate adaptation and disaster risk reduction in vulnerable
regions, establishing legal pathways for climate-displaced persons, and fostering global
cooperation through binding international agreements. The concept of climate justice also
plays a critical role, emphasizing that those who contribute least to global emissions often
suffer the most severe consequences.

Ultimately, addressing the climate refugee issue requires a global recognition that
ecological sustainability and human mobility are deeply interconnected. Ignoring this reality
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risks not only humanitarian crises but also the erosion of international solidarity and
security.

The intensifying ecological crisis has made climate-induced displacement one of the
most urgent humanitarian and policy challenges of our time. As rising sea levels, droughts,
and environmental degradation continue to uproot communities, the world faces an evolving
category of migrants who do not fit neatly into existing legal definitions or protection
systems. The absence of formal recognition for climate refugees leaves millions vulnerable
to exploitation, statelessness, and human rights violations.

To address this gap, a coordinated international response is essential. This includes
establishing new legal frameworks or expanding existing refugee conventions, investing in
climate resilience in at-risk regions, and ensuring that climate justice principles guide global
migration policies. Developed countries, in particular, must take responsibility for their
historical contributions to climate change by supporting vulnerable populations through
funding, relocation mechanisms, and legal protections.

Only through global cooperation, inclusive policymaking, and legal innovation can the
international community ensure that climate refugees are not left behind in the face of a
growing ecological emergency. Recognizing and responding to their plight is not only a
moral imperative but a necessity for sustainable global security and human dignity.
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