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Abstract: This article investigates the effectiveness of integrating YouTube videos in
teaching English pronunciation in English as a Foreign Language (EFL) contexts.
Pronunciation is widely recognized as one of the most challenging aspects of language
learning due to limited exposure to authentic spoken input. Traditional instructional
approaches often fail to provide sufficient audiovisual support for accurate pronunciation
development. This study employs a qualitative, literature-based research design by
systematically reviewing peer-reviewed journal articles related to YouTube-assisted
pronunciation instruction. The findings reveal that YouTube videos significantly enhance
learners’ pronunciation skills, including segmental features such as consonants and vowels,
as well as suprasegmental features such as stress, rhythm, and intonation. In addition, the
integration of YouTube positively affects learner motivation, autonomy, and engagement by
offering authentic pronunciation models and flexible learning opportunities. The study
concludes that YouTube is an effective supplementary instructional tool for pronunciation
teaching and recommends its systematic integration into EFL classrooms.
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Introduction Pronunciation is a fundamental component of effective oral communication
in English as a Foreign Language (EFL). Despite its importance, many EFL learners
experience persistent difficulties in producing accurate sounds, word stress, rhythm, and
intonation. These challenges are often attributed to limited exposure to authentic spoken
English and insufficient instructional support in traditional classroom settings. Conventional
pronunciation teaching methods primarily rely on textbooks and audio recordings, which
may not adequately demonstrate how sounds are physically produced. As a result, learners
struggle to visualize articulation processes and prosodic features. The rapid development of
digital technology has created new opportunities to address these limitations through
audiovisual learning tools. YouTube has gained increasing attention as an educational
platform due to its accessibility and abundance of authentic language materials. Al-Jarf
explains that YouTube provides authentic pronunciation models presented by native
speakers, enabling learners to improve both segmental and suprasegmental features through
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repeated exposure34. Learners can observe mouth movement, facial expressions, and
intonation patterns in real communicative contexts. Previous studies support the
pedagogical value of YouTube in pronunciation instruction. Suwastini, Rastari, and
Suarcaya report that YouTube-based instruction leads to noticeable improvements in stress
and intonation among EFL learner3>. Moreover, learners perceive YouTube as a motivating
and user-friendly platform that encourages autonomous pronunciation practice36. This study
aims to examine the effectiveness of integrating YouTube videos in teaching English
pronunciation by synthesizing findings from previous empirical research.

Methods:

This study adopts a qualitative literature-based research design. Data were collected from
peer-reviewed journal articles focusing on the use of YouTube in teaching English
pronunciation in EFL contexts. The articles were retrieved from academic databases such as
Google Scholar and international educational journals.

The selection criteriaincluded:

1. Publication between 2018 and 2022.

2. Focus on YouTube as a pronunciation teachingtool.

3. Relevance to EFL learners.

A total of selected studies were analyzed thematically to identify common findings
related to pronunciation improvement, learner motivation, and instructional effectiveness.
The analysis process involved reading, categorizing, and synthesizing key findings.
Particular attention was given to instructional techniques such as repetition, imitation,
shadowing, and self-paced practice. Maspufah et al. highlight that YouTube allows learners
to pause, replay, and imitate pronunciation models, facilitating independent learning.%’

Results:

The analysis of previous studies indicates that integrating YouTube videos into
pronunciation instruction leads to consistent improvement in learners’ pronunciation
performance. Sulistyaningsih reports that students exposed to YouTube -based pronunciation
activities demonstrate higher accuracy in sound production compared to those taught
through traditional methods38. Improvements were observed in both segmental and
suprasegmental aspects of pronunciation. Suwastini et al. found significant progress in word
stress, sentence stress, rhythm, and intonation among learners who regularly engaged with
YouTube pronunciation videos®. In terms of learner perception, the studies reveal
overwhelmingly positive attitudes toward YouTube-assisted learning. Maspufah et al. report

3 Reima Al-Jarf, 2021, Journal of English Language Teaching and Applied Linguistics
35 Ni KomangArie Suwastini et al., 2020, Educational Research Proceedings.
36 Nuha Mu’adzah Rana & Ernita Daulay, 2022, Journal of English Language Studies.

37 Maspufahetal., 2019, EFL Learning Journal.

38 Riski Sulistyaningsih, 2018, Electrum: English Education Journal
3% Ni KomangArie Suwastini et al., 2020, Educational Research Proceedings
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that students find YouTube enjoyable and effective, particularly for learning stress
pronunciation®. Similarly, Rana and Daulay note increased confidence and motivation
among learners using YouTube for pronunciation practice*!.

Discussion:

The findings confirm that YouTube is an effective tool for teaching English
pronunciation in EFL contexts. The availability of authentic pronunciation models supports
Al-Jarf’s argument that exposure to native-speaker input enhances learners’ pronunciation
competence #2.0ne major advantage of YouTube is its flexibility, allowing learners to
practice pronunciation at their own pace. This promotes learner autonomy and aligns with
self-regulated learning principles. The visual component of YouTube videos further
strengthens pronunciation learning by enabling learners to observe articulation and prosodic
features, as emphasized by Suwastini et al*3. Additionally, learner motivation plays a crucial
role in pronunciation improvement. The positive perceptions reported by Rana and Daulay
suggest that YouTube increases engagement and practice frequency, leading to better
learning outcomes#4.

Conclusion:

This study concludes that integrating YouTube videos in teaching English pronunciation
is an effective and pedagogically valuable approach. The reviewed literature demonstrates
that YouTube enhances pronunciation accuracy, improves stress and intonation, and
increases learner motivation and autonomy. By providing authentic audiovisual input and
flexible learning opportunities, YouTube addresses many limitations of traditional
pronunciation instruction. Therefore, EFL teachers are encouraged to incorporate YouTube
videos as supplementary materials in pronunciation teaching. Future research should focus
on experimental and quantitative studies to further validate the effectiveness of YouTube-
based pronunciation instruction in diverse learning contexts.
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