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Abstract; This thesis investigates how human ambition leads to downfall in
Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus and John Milton’s Paradise Lost. Both authors
depict ambition as a powerful yet destructive force that pushes individuals to rebel
against moral and divine boundaries. Faustus, driven by intellectual pride, and Satan,
driven by spiritual arrogance, demonstrate how ambition blinds characters to
consequence, responsibility, and redemption. Through close analysis of key passages
and scholarly interpretations, this study reveals that ambition in both texts evolves from
aspiration to self-destruction, illustrating a central concern of early modern literature:
the danger of human overreaching and the tragedy of misused free will.
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Annotatsiya; Ushbu bitiruv ishi Christopher Marloning Doctor Faustus va John
Miltonning Paradise Lost asarlarida insoniy ambitsiyaning ganday qilib halokatga olib
borishini tadqiq etadi. Har ikki muallif ambitsiyani kuchli, ammo vayronkor kuch sifatida
tasvirlaydi; u insonni axlogiy va ilohiy chegaralarga garshi isyon qilishga undaydi.
Intellektual g ‘urur ta’siridagi Faustus hamda ruhiy kibr ta’siridagi Shayton ambitsiyaning
gahramonlarni oqibat, mas ‘uliyat va najotdan ko ‘ra ko ‘r qilib qo ‘yishini namoyon etadi.
Asardagi muhim parchalarning yaqin tahlili va ilmiy talginlar asosida ushbu tadgigot shuni
ko ‘rsatadiki, har ikkala matnda ham ambitsiya orzudan o ‘z-o ‘zini halokatga olib boradigan
kuchga aylanadi. Bu esa ilk yangi davr adabiyotidagi markaziy muammolardan birini —
insonning haddan oshishi xavfi va erkin irodani noto ‘g ‘ri qo ‘llash fojiasini yoritib beradi.

Kalit so‘zlar: ambitsiya; fojiali halokat; Marlo; Milton; erkin iroda; haddan oshish.

AHHOTaHI/Iﬂ ,ZZCIHHO@ uccareoosanue pacemampueaem, KaxKum O6p(130M yejoeeyecka
ambuyus npueooum K 2ubenu 8 npouseedenusx Christopher Marlowe Doctor Faustus u
John Milton Paradise Lost. Oba asmopa usobpasicarom ambuyuro Kax MOWHYIO, HO
PaspyuumenvHyo Cuiy, nooyicoarnwyio Yeio8eka 0CCmasams NPOMuU8 HpaeCmMeeHHbIX U
boocecmeennvlx epanuy. Daycm, 08UNCUMBIL UHMELIeKMYalbHOU 20opobineu, u CamaHna,
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O0BUIICUMDBLLL  OYXOBHBIM — BbICOKOMEpUEM, NOKA3LI6AOM, KAK amMOuyus ocjenjisem
nepcoHaxdcel, MWas ux 4Yye8cmea Nocie0CmeUl, OMEemCcmeeHHOCMU U B03MOICHOCHU
uckynienus. Ilocpeocmeom mujamenbHO20 AHAIU3A KIHOUEBbIX (PPAcMEeHMO8 U HAYYHbLX
unmepnpemayuii 6 pabome 0o0Kasvleaemcs, UYMoO 8 000ux mexcmax amouyus
960MIOYUOHUPYEM OM CMPEMIeHUs. K CAMOYHUUMONCEHUIO. Dmo uwmocmpupyem 00HY U3
YEeHMPAaabHblX npobOiem Jumepamypwvl pauHeco Hoeoco epemenu — onacHocmb
4e108e4ecK020 C8epXCmpeMeHUs: U mpazeouto He6epHO UCNONb308AHHOU C80000bI OIU.

KiawueBsble ciaoBa: anbuyus, mpacuieckoe naoenue, Mapnoy, Munmon, ceob6o0a 6onu,
ceepxcmpemieHue.

Introduction. Ambition has long been a defining theme in English literature,
particularly in works that explore the boundaries between human aspiration and moral
responsibility. During the Renaissance and early modern period, writers were deeply
engaged with questions surrounding the limits of human potential. This cultural moment,
shaped Dby the rise of humanism, scientific curiosity, and intellectual expansion,
encouraged individuals to question established authorities. At the same time, Christian
doctrine warned against pride, the sin believed to cause Lucifer’s fall. Christopher
Marlowe and John Milton, two of the era’s most influential writers, use this tension to
craft powerful narratives that examine how ambition, once detached from ethical and
spiritual guidance, leads to destruction.

In Doctor Faustus, Marlowe presents the ambitious scholar who desires mastery over
nature, knowledge, and even the supernatural. Faustus rejects traditional learning and
seeks forbidden power through necromancy, believing that magic will elevate him
beyond human limitation. His famous proclamation, “A sound magician is a mighty
god,” captures the essence of his ambition. Yet Faustus’s pursuit of greatness leads not
to fulfillment but to spiritual ruin. Marlowe’s tragedy reveals how unchecked desire
blinds individuals to consequence, distorts judgment, and ultimately undermines the
possibility of redemption.

Milton’s Paradise Lost explores similar themes on a cosmic scale. Satan’s ambition is
rooted in pride, envy, and a refusal to accept divine authority. His iconic statement,
> reflects his belief that freedom comes
from rebellion rather than obedience. Milton portrays Satan as a figure whose ambition
transforms from bold defiance into self-delusion, despair, and moral degeneration. His
fall, like Faustus’s, is not predetermined but freely chosen, demonstrating the tragic
power of corrupted aspiration.

By comparing Faustus and Satan, this thesis aims to illuminate how ambition
functions as a destructive force when unrestrained by humility or ethical awareness.
Both characters illustrate the dangers of seeking greatness without acknowledging moral
limits. Through their narratives, Marlowe and Milton critique the Renaissance ideal of
limitless potential and warn against the seductive yet perilous nature of human ambition.
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These works remain influential because they address universal human struggles - desire,
pride, temptation, and reveal how ambition, when misdirected, leads inevitably to
downfall.

Literature Review. Scholars of English literature consistently highlight ambition as
the central force that drives the tragic trajectories of both Faustus and Satan. Christopher
Marlowe, celebrated as “the father of English tragedy,” frames ambition as the defining
flaw of the Renaissance overreacher. Critics such as David Bevington argue that Faustus
symbolizes intellectual arrogance rather than pure curiosity. His ambition is revealed
through his longing to transcend human boundaries, illustrated by the famous line, “A
sound magician is a mighty god.” This declaration shows his desire to become more than
human and indicates the moral blindness that will ultimately destroy him. Barbra
Lewalski adds that Faustus’s downfall is marked by repeated refusal to repent, proving
that ambition corrupts his capacity for moral judgment.

John Milton, one of the most influential poets of the English canon, explores ambition
in a theological context. Satan’s fall in Paradise Lost stems from overwhelming pride, a
theme emphasized by scholars such as C. S. Lewis. Satan’s most iconic line, “Better to
reign in Hell than serve in Heaven,” captures his distorted understanding of freedom and
authority. Stephen Fallon highlights Satan’s psychological complexity, noting that he
continues to justify his rebellion with the phrase, “The mind is its own place,” which
reveals his internal delusion. These famous lines underscore Milton’s portrayal of
ambition as an inherently destructive force when detached from moral truth.

Comparative scholarship demonstrates strong parallels between Marlowe and Milton.
Both authors depict characters who willingly embrace rebellion, driven by the belief that
ambition equates to empowerment. However, scholars emphasize that both characters
possess opportunities for redemption: Faustus receives repeated warnings from the Good
Angel, while Satan momentarily feels remorse in Book IV. Their refusal to repent
highlights the central argument of many critics - that ambition transforms self-awareness
into self-deception. The cultural backdrop of the Renaissance further contextualizes the
portrayal of ambition. Renaissance humanism encouraged individuals to pursue
knowledge and personal achievement, but Christian doctrine warned against pride and
disobedience. Marlowe and Milton reflect this tension by creating protagonists who
embody the dangers of overreaching. Their works collectively demonstrate that
ambition, when unbalanced by humility, leads inevitably to downfall.

Methodology. This study employs comparative literary analysis to examine ambition
as a destructive force in Doctor Faustus and Paradise Lost. Primary sources include the
full texts of Marlowe and Milton, analyzed through close reading of key passages and
famous quotations. Secondary sources include scholarly journals, critical essays, and
academic interpretations by recognized literary critics. The methodology focused on
identifying thematic parallels, character motivations, and narrative consequences linked
to ambition. The analysis also considers historical and religious contexts of the
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Renaissance and early modern period to understand how cultural values shaped each
author’s portrayal of ambition and moral downfall.

Results. The analysis reveals clear thematic parallels between Faustus and Satan,
showing that ambition functions as a central catalyst for their downfall. In Doctor
Faustus, Faustus’s ambition is rooted in intellectual pride. He desires mastery over
knowledge, nature, and spiritual forces, believing that magic will elevate him above
human limitations. The famous line “A sound magician is a mighty god” encapsulates
his belief that ambition can reshape identity and destiny. However, the results show that
Faustus’s ambition blinds him to the reality of eternal consequence. His inability to
repent, even when confronted with divine mercy, demonstrates that ambition has
corrupted his free will.

In Paradise Lost, Satan’s ambition originates in prideful rebellion against divine
authority. His downfall is foreshadowed through lines such as “Better to reign in Hell
than serve in Heaven,” which illustrate his distorted sense of power. The analysis shows
that Satan’s ambition evolves into self-deception, preventing him from recognizing his
own moral decline. His insistence that “The mind is its own place” demonstrates the
psychological transformation caused by unrestrained ambition. Rather than achieving
greatness, Satan becomes increasingly tormented, revealing the destructive consequences
of challenging divine order.

The comparative results show that both characters share several traits: a belief in self-
made power, rejection of authority, and persistent refusal to repent. Both Faustus and
Satan momentarily recognize their errors - Faustus when facing damnation, and Satan
when observing the innocence of Adam and Eve. However, ambition prevents both from
embracing redemption. This pattern demonstrates that ambition in both works is not
merely a flaw but a force that consumes moral clarity.

Overall, the results indicate that Marlowe and Milton depict ambition as a path that
initially promises greatness but ultimately leads to spiritual destruction. Both works
demonstrate that ambition, when elevated above morality, corrupts judgment, distorts
identity, and seals the protagonist’s tragic fate.

Conclusion. The examination of ambition in Doctor Faustus and Paradise Lost
demonstrates that both Marlowe and Milton construct powerful cautionary narratives
warning against the dangers of unrestrained desire. Despite differences in scale, setting,
and genre, both works reveal a shared moral framework in which ambition drives
individuals toward self-destruction when it is detached from humility and ethical
responsibility. Through the characters of Faustus and Satan, the authors illustrate how
ambition distorts reason, corrupts free will, and blinds individuals to both moral truth
and the possibility of redemption. Faustus’s tragedy is grounded in human ambition
shaped by Renaissance intellectual culture. His desire to exceed human limitations
reflects the spirit of the age, yet Marlowe uses his story to reveal how such aspiration
becomes dangerous when motivated by pride rather than purposeful growth. Faustus
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does not seek knowledge for the improvement of humanity but for personal power. His
famous declaration - “A sound magician is a mighty god” - illustrates his desire to
achieve divinity through human means. His tragedy lies not only in his pact with
Mephistopheles but in his refusal to recognize the spiritual consequences of his choices.
Even when offered opportunities for repentance, his ambition prevents him from
accepting grace, proving that internal corruption, not external forces, seals his fate.
Similarly, Milton portrays Satan as a being whose fall results from inner ambition rather
than divine punishment. Satan’s iconic line, “Better to reign in Hell than serve in
Heaven,” encapsulates his belief that greatness can be achieved through rebellion rather
than obedience. His ambition blinds him to the justice, goodness, and authority of God.
Throughout Paradise Lost, Satan becomes increasingly consumed by pride, self-
delusion, and envy, demonstrating the psychological consequences of ambition that
seeks power without moral purpose. His rebellion becomes a perpetual state of suffering,
revealing that ambition without humility transforms freedom into bondage.

The comparison between Faustus and Satan highlights a universal truth central to
early modern literature: ambition becomes destructive when it conflicts with divine or
moral order. Both characters possess free will, yet both misuse it by choosing aspiration
over obedience, pride over humility, and self-glorification over moral responsibility.
Their downfalls reflect a shared moral lesson - that human beings must balance desire
with discernment. Ultimately, both works serve as timeless warnings about the
complexities of ambition. Marlowe and Milton reveal that ambition is not inherently
evil; rather, its morality depends on intention, humility, and restraint. When ambition
aligns with virtue, it leads to growth and achievement; when driven by pride, it leads to
ruin. Through Faustus and Satan, the authors remind readers that the pursuit of greatness
must be guided by ethical clarity, spiritual awareness, and the wisdom to recognize the
limits of human power.
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