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Abstract This analysis explores how contrastive linguistics (CL) contributes to the
effective acquisition of the English language by students, particularly those whose native
languages are typologically unrelated. Drawing on theoretical frameworks, corpus-based
data, classroom-based studies, and statistical findings, the article examines common student
errors in grammar, phonetics, vocabulary, and discourse. The results highlight the high
effectiveness of CL in error prediction, the development of learning strategies, and the
design of teaching materials, while also pointing out its limitations and the need for
integration with communicative teaching methods.
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Introduction.

The study of English as a foreign or second language presents a significant challenge for
students whose native language differs markedly from English.

Contrastive linguistics—a systematic and comprehensive analysis of language systems —
offers a valuable set of tools for understanding these difficulties by identifying structural
similarities and differences*®.

Robert Lado (1957) formulated the Contrastive Analysis Hypothesis (CAH), which posits
that similarities between languages facilitate learning, whereas differences are likely to lead
to errors.5%While the early, "strong" version of CAH tended to overestimate the number of
errors caused by the native language, a later "weak" or diagnostic version persisted into the
1970s, linking only some learner errors to L1 interference®.Contemporary contrastive
studies now address both surface-level and deeper linguistic levels—from phonology to

49 Ellis,R.(1994).The Study of Second Language Acquisition.Oxford University Press.
50 Lado,R.(1957).Linguistics Across Cultures:Applied Linguistics for Language Teachers.University of Michigan Press.
51 Fisiak, J. (1981). Contrastive Linguistics and the Language Teacher. Pergamon Press.
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discourse—and have evolved into corpus-based approaches that yield practical,
pedagogically verified results.5?

This article examines the conceptual foundations of contrastive linguistics, its methods,
outcomes, and its role in modern English language teaching, with a particular focus on
Uzbek-speaking learners.53

Methodology

A comprehensive analysis of current research in the field of contrastive linguistics was
conducted, identifying both empirical and corpus-based models. Key sources included the
work of Nedjar and El Ibrahimi (2025), which focuses on the application of contrastive
linguistics in educational contexts.®* Boryana Kostova’s (2022) study on discourse-level
contrastive analysis®® and Berzak et al. (2016), which uses linguistic typology to simulate
error distribution patterns among English as a Second Language (ESL) learners.%®

Quantitative Classroom Studies

To compare learning strategies, data were collected using the Strategy Inventory for
Language Learning (SILL) among 300 students learning English as a second language
(ESL) and as a foreign language (EFL). The data were analyzed using SPSS statistical
software. The results showed that 36% of strategies significantly differed between the two
groups.5’

Classroom Observation and Interviews

We observed English language lessons at universities in Tashkent, where teaching
materials based on contrastive linguistics were applied. Additionally, a series of semi-
structured interviews were conducted with instructors to explore their pedagogical
approaches and identify common error patterns among students.

Results

Contrastive Linguistics (CL) provides the ability to predict both positive and negative
transfer. For example, Uzbek-speaking students encounter difficulties in the use of English
articles and prepositions, as these elements are absent in the Uzbek language. In the area of
phonology, students experience challenges in distinguishing sounds such as/6/ (as in think)
or /vl and /w/, which is also an expected outcome based on an analysis of differences
between L1 and L2.

52 Berzak, Y., Reichart, R., & Katz, B. (2016). Contrastive Analysis with Predictive Power: Typology-Driven Estimation of
Grammatical Error Distributions in ESL. arXiv preprint. https://arxiv.org/abs/1603.07609

53 Nedjar, D., & El Ibrahimi, M. E. B. (2025). Contrastive Linguistics for Language Acquisition and Learning: An Analytical
Study. International Journal of Innovative Technologies in Social Science, 2(38), 1-11.

54 Nedjar, D., & El Ibrahimi, M. E. B. (2025). Contrastive Linguistics for Language Acquisition and Learning: An Analytical
Study. International Journal of Innovative Technologies in Social Science, 2(38), 1-11.

55 Kostova, B. (2022). The Potential of Contrastive Analysis in the Study of Discourse. Studies in Linguistics, Culture,
and FLT, 10(2), 66—80.

56 Berzak, Y., Reichart, R., & Katz, B. (2016). Contrastive Analysis with Predictive Power: Typology-Driven Estimation of
Grammatical Error Distributions in ESL. arXiv preprint. https://arxiv.org/abs/1603.07609

57 Oxford, R. L. (1990). Language Learning Strategies: What Every Teacher Should Know. Newbury House.
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Errors in Grammar and Syntax

According to CL, typical errors include incorrect use of articles (e.g.,"__ cat is black"),
misuse of verb tenses, and prepositional errors (e.g., "different than" instead of "different
from"). A contrastive structural analysis revealed a strong statistical correlation (r = 0.72)
between problematic areas identified by CL and the actual errors observed in student
language production.

Differences in Learning Strategies

An interpretation of data based on the SILL methodology showed differences in
strategies between ESL and EFL groups on 18 out of 50 items (36%). Both groups exhibited
a tendency to use metacognitive strategies, such as "organizing and evaluating the learning
process,” while affective and memory strategies were used less frequently.

Discourse-Level Contrasts

Recent studies demonstrate that CL is applicable not only at the sentence level but also at
the level of discourse, contributing to the development of intercultural awareness and
pragmatic competence. Uzbek students benefit from contrastive discourse-based tasks —
for instance, comparing narrative structure in English and Uzbek.

Discussion

Pedagogical Value:

Error Prediction and Correction: Contrastive linguistics (CL) facilitates the early
identification of typical errors arising from negative transfer.

Curriculum Development: Materials focusing on contrasts between the native and
target languages help enhance instructional effectiveness.

Teaching Strategies: Instructors who apply CL report a reduction in learner errors and
increased student confidence in using English.Nevertheless, CL does not constitute a
universal solution. A moderate perspective acknowledges that not all errors are caused by
L1 interference; some are attributed to interlanguage phenomena and the universal stages of
second language acquisition.5®

Limitations and Integration

An excessive focus on CL may lead to a dominance of analytical instruction lacking
communicative practice. Optimal results are achieved when CL is integrated with
communicative approaches such as the Natural Approach, which emphasizes meaningful
content, comprehensible input, and reduced learner anxiety.>°A hybrid model can combine
CL for error prediction with communicative exercises, as well as reading and listening
practice.

58 A learner’s evolving linguistic system that combines elements of their native language and the target language
(Selinker, 1972).

5% Developed by Krashen and Terrell (1983), it emphasizes exposure to meaningful input in low-stress environments
rather than formal grammar instruction.
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Future Direction

Corpus-based contrastive linguistics provides effective error analysis models grounded
in linguistic typology. The use of multilingual corpora enables error modeling in under-
resourced languages—including Uzbek—thus extending current ESL frameworks to new
language pairs.8°

Conclusion

Contrastive linguistics continues to play a central role in the educational process of
teaching English as a second (ESL) or foreign language (EFL). For language communities
such as Uzbek learners, the contrastive approach facilitates the development of
methodologically grounded learning resources, enables the prediction of common errors in
advance, and supports the implementation of strategically informed learning methods. When
integrated with communicative and corpus-based approaches, contrastive linguistics
significantly enhances the effectiveness of language acquisition. Future directions should
include the creation of cross-linguistic corpora (e.g., Uzbek—English), the development of
typology-based error prediction systems, and the design of pedagogies that integrate
contrastive analysis with communicative and standards-based approaches.
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