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Annotation. This article explores the impact of social media language on the
current generation. It focuses on how digital communication styles—such as abbreviations,
emojis, slang, code-switching, and memes—are reshaping the way young people interact.
The study examines both the positive and negative effects of social media language on
written and spoken communication, particularly in educational and professional contexts.
Moreover, the article analyzes how linguistic changes in the digital era influence cultural
identity, communication norms, and language learning practices. Insights are drawn from
linguistics, psychology, and information technology disciplines.
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AHHOTaIlPlH. B oannou cmamove paccmampusaemcs 6JAUAHUE A3blKA COYUATIbHbIX

cemetl Ha cospemenHoe nokoaeHue. Ocoboe HuMaHUe YOensiemcs momy, KaK yugpogvie
Gdopmbl 0OWeHus — maxue Kak abbpesuamypvl, dM003U, CleHe, CMeuleHue S3bIK08 U
UHmMepHem-memvl — USMEHAIOM Cnocoovl 63aUMOOEUCBUS MOJOOEHCU. AHG]ZMS’MpyIOWZC}Z
KAk noJjoastcumeéeilbHvle, maxK U ompuyameilbHvle CmMOPOHblL UCNOJTb306AHUA  A3bIKA
COYUANIbHBLIX cemell 8 NUCbMEHHOU U YCMHOU peuu, 0COOEHHO 8 00pa308amenvbHOl U
npogheccuonanvhoil cghepax. Kpome moco, cmamwvsi paccmampueaem, Kak uyugposwvie
U3MEHEHUA 6 A3bIKEe 6UAIOm HAa KYJI1bMmypPHYIO udeﬂmutmocmb, HOpPMbl 061/146Hu}l u npoyecc
U3yd4eHusl A3vlKd. Mamepuaﬂ npe()cmaeﬂen C MOYKU 3pEerHUs JUuHS6UCMUKU, ncuxojaocuu u
UHGOPMAYUOHHBIX MEXHOTO2ULL.

KiroyeBnle cJioBa: COZ/;MaJZbele cemu, 1/;M¢p06a}l KOMMYHUKAyusd, COBPEMEHHAA
MO/lOdeObe, CJlIeHe, Kylbmypa 06I/I/;€HM}Z, 3]1/!0031/!, A3bIKOBbIE USMEHEHUA, UHNMEPHEN-A3BIK,
NnCUuxoiocu-d MOJloae.?fCl/t, 6UPMYATIbHOE 061/{/;€Hu€.

Introduction
In the digital age, social media has become an integral part of everyday life,
especially for the younger generation. Platforms such as Instagram, TikTok, Twitter (X),
and Snapchat have not only transformed the way people communicate but also influenced
the very language they use. The rise of social media language—characterized by
abbreviations (e.g., LOL, BRB), emojis, memes, slang, and hybrid linguistic forms—has
introduced new norms of interaction that differ significantly from traditional modes of
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communication. This new digital dialect is fast-paced, creative, and often informal. It allows
users to express emotions, ideas, and identities in ways that are immediate and engaging, yet
sometimes ambiguous or misunderstood. As these linguistic trends grow more prevalent,
especially among teenagers and young adults, educators, linguists, and psychologists are
raising concerns about their potential long-term impact on language skills, critical thinking,
and cultural values.

This paper aims to explore how social media language affects the current generation in
various contexts, including education, interpersonal communication, and personal identity
formation. It investigates whether this linguistic shift is enriching or deteriorating the
quality of communication, and what implications it holds for the future of language and
society.

The language of social media has rapidly evolved into a distinct form of
communication that significantly influences the behavior, mindset, and linguistic
competence of the current generation. One of the most noticeable aspects is the widespread
use of abbreviations and acronyms such as “LOL” (laugh out loud), “OMG” (oh my God),
“TBH” (to be honest), and “IDK” (I don’t know), which save time and space but also risk
oversimplifying language and reducing expressive depth. Emojis and GIFs have replaced or
supplemented traditional words and sentences, offering visual cues to convey emotions or
reactions, yet sometimes leading to misinterpretations due to cultural or contextual
differences. Slang and informal expressions that originate in online subcultures often spread
quickly, creating a generational linguistic gap between younger and older users, and
sometimes promoting phrases that lack academic or professional appropriateness.

Furthermore, social media platforms encourage brevity and immediacy, which may
discourage critical thinking, proper grammar usage, and complex sentence structures. As a
result, there is growing concern among educators about students’ declining writing skills,
spelling accuracy, and ability to construct formal arguments. On the other hand, proponents
argue that social media fosters creativity, multilingualism, and identity exploration, as users
often blend languages (code-switching) and invent novel expressions to suit their unique
digital persona. Linguists recognize that languages are dynamic and adaptive, and the
emergence of “internet speak” reflects a natural evolution shaped by technological, social,
and cultural forces. However, a balance must be struck between embracing linguistic
innovation and preserving linguistic standards, especially in formal contexts like education,
employment, and public discourse. Additionally, the social media language can reinforce
certain stereotypes or group dynamics, influencing how individuals perceive themselves and
others based on how they communicate online. Thus, while social media language
undoubtedly enhances connectivity and self-expression, it also raises essential questions
about the future of communication, the role of digital literacy, and the need for guidance in
navigating the linguistic challenges of the digital era.

In conclusion, the language used on social media platforms has become a powerful
force shaping the communication styles, cognitive habits, and cultural identities of the
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current generation. While it offers creative and efficient ways to express ideas and emotions,
it also poses challenges to traditional language norms and educational standards. The
overuse of abbreviations, emojis, and informal slang may negatively affect grammar,
vocabulary development, and formal writing skills, especially among young users.
However, it also promotes linguistic diversity, social connectivity, and new forms of digital
expression. Educators, parents, and policymakers should work collaboratively to raise
awareness about the balanced use of digital language and support programs that improve
media literacy and communication skills. Ultimately, recognizing both the opportunities and
risks of social media language will help society harness its benefits while minimizing its
drawbacks in educational, social, and professional contexts.
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