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Abstract. This thesis explores the interplay between context, style, and class in
sociolinguistics, examining how these factors influence language use. It analyzes
how contextual elements like setting and audience shape linguistic choices, the role
of style in expressing social identities, and the impact of social class on language
variation. Furthermore, the thesis highlights the role of social class as a significant
determinant in linguistic variation, emphasizing how class-based differences
manifest in language practices. Through a combination of qualitative and
quantitative methods, the study reveals patterns of linguistic behavior that reflect
social structures and inequalities, providing insights into the sociolinguistic
dynamics of diverse communities.

Keywords. Sociolinguistics, context, style, social class, language variation,
linguistic choices, social identity, interactional sociolinguistics, discourse analysis
social inequality, language practices, communicative contexts.

The study of sociolinguistic variation is essential for understanding the
dynamic nature of language in society. This research focuses on three pivotal
elements: context, style, and class, exploring their interconnections and effects on
linguistic behavior. By examining these factors, we gain insights into how
language functions as a tool for social interaction and identity construction.

The primary questions guiding this research are: How does context influence
linguistic choices? In what ways do speakers use style to navigate social identities?
What is the relationship between social class and language variation? The
objectives are to identify patterns of linguistic variation across different contexts,
understand the role of stylistic choices in identity formation, and analyze how
social class impacts language use. A mixed-methods approach is employed,
integrating both qualitative and quantitative techniques to gather comprehensive
data. The primary methods include sociolinguistic interviews, participant

observation, and surveys. The thesis is organized into several sections: an

587



introduction to the study, a literature review, a detailed methodology, findings on
context, style, and class, and a conclusion summarizing the findings, implications,
and suggestions for future research.

This research draws on several theoretical perspectives: Interactional
Sociolinguistics, which examines how language use varies in different social
interactions; Variationist Sociolinguistics, which focuses on how linguistic
variation correlates with social factors; and the Sociology of Language, which
investigates the relationship between language and society. The study adopts a
multi-site research design, selecting diverse social settings and participants to
capture a broad range of linguistic behaviors. Data collection methods include
sociolinguistic interviews with participants from various social classes and
contexts, participant observation to gain contextual insights, and surveys and
questionnaires to collect quantitative data on language attitudes and self-reported
linguistic behaviors.

The findings on context demonstrate how different social settings influence
linguistic choices. For example, formal settings often prompt more standardized
language use, while informal settings may encourage colloquial expressions and
code-switching. These findings indicate that context plays a significant role in
shaping language use, supporting theories from interactional sociolinguistics. In
terms of stylistic variation and social identity, examples of style-shifting and code-
switching show how speakers use style to express and negotiate social identities.
The analysis explores how individuals adjust their language to align with or
distance themselves from certain social groups, emphasizing the adaptive nature of
linguistic style as a reflection of social dynamics. Regarding social class and
language variation, case studies illustrate how social class influences language use.
The analysis reveals distinct linguistic features associated with different
socioeconomic groups, highlighting class-based linguistic variation. The
relationship between language and social inequality is examined, with broader

implications for how linguistic practices reflect and perpetuate social hierarchies.
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Key insights from the research are summarized, highlighting the interplay
between context, style, and class in sociolinguistic variation. The study contributes
to sociolinguistic theory by providing a nuanced understanding of how social
factors influence language use. Practical implications for education and social
policy are discussed, particularly in addressing linguistic diversity and social
inequality. Suggestions for further research include exploring additional social
factors influencing language use and conducting longitudinal studies to observe
changes over time.
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