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Abstract. This article analyzes the impact of digital transformation and innovative
technologies in the modern educational process on the spiritual and moral development of
young people at a fundamental level. The main goal of the study is to develop a methodology
for preserving the value system of the younger generation in the context of technological
progress and forming a strong immunity in them against information attacks. The article
compares the experience of Uzbekistan and international countries and comprehensively
studies the differences and similarities between technological rationalism among young
people in developed foreign countries and the national-spiritual traditions inherent in Uzbek
youth.

In particular, the educational significance of virtual reality, artificial intelligence and
gamification methods, their role in enriching the worldview of young people, is scientifically
substantiated. As a result of the study, a new model of integrating innovative technologies
into spiritual and educational processes within the framework of the concept of "digital
spirituality” is proposed. The article concludes with important practical recommendations
and conclusions on developing the intellectual potential of young people in a digital
environment in harmony with national values. This research will serve as a guide for
educators and researchers in improving the effectiveness of education in a digital educational
environment.
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Introduction. Human civilization today is living in the conditions of the fourth industrial
revolution (Industry 4.0), which requires a radical digital transformation of the education
system, along with all aspects of our lives. Digital transformation is not just the transfer of
traditional textbooks to electronic format or the equipping of classrooms with computers, but
a complete change in the educational paradigm, the formation of new pedagogical strategies,
and most importantly, the introduction of new methods of developing the spirituality of young
people. Today, young people are "digital natives", and their worldview, moral standards, and
social relationships are largely formed in virtual space.

The urgency of the problem is that, on the one hand, technological progress has opened up
unlimited sources of knowledge for young people, on the other hand, it has increased the
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speed of the spread of global spiritual threats, cyber-civilization, and alien ideas. In the
conditions of Uzbekistan, the approach to this issue requires its own uniqueness. Because our
educational process includes not only intellectual potential, but also oriental morality and
national values. As the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev noted,
the principle of "Fighting enlightenment not with ignorance, but with enlightenment" is
gaining even greater importance in today's digital age.

If we analyze the relationship between youth spirituality and technology at the international
level, we can see sharp differences. For example, in Western Europe and the United States,
digital innovations are mainly aimed at developing individual freedom and technological
pragmatism. There, young people use technology as a tool for personal success and economic
gain, but this often leads to a breakdown in traditional family and spiritual ties. On the
contrary, in East Asian countries such as South Korea and Japan, digital technologies serve
to strengthen national discipline and collective responsibility. Uzbekistan, on the other hand,
must fulfill the difficult and honorable task of preserving both modernity and spirituality in
the process of building the foundation of its "Third Renaissance" between these two poles.
The purpose of this study is to propose models for the systematic development of youth
spirituality using digital innovations (VR, AR, artificial intelligence, educational platforms)
in the educational process. The main question before us is: how can we turn the digital world
from a dangerous area for our youth into a place of spiritual and moral growth? The article
comprehensively covers the issues of raising the national pride of young people through
innovative approaches, forming critical thinking in them, and instilling a culture of digital
ethics (digital etiquette). During the study, the behavior of foreign and Uzbek youth in the
virtual environment is compared, and the most optimal integration paths for us are indicated.

Methods. This study used a systematic approach, a combination of comparative-analytical
methodology and sociological observation methods. The research process was aimed at
substantiating the impact of digital transformation on youth spirituality not only theoretically,
but also on the basis of practical figures and international experience. The main
methodological approaches used in the study are described in detail below:
1. Comparative Analysis: At this stage of the study, the behavior of Uzbek youth in the
digital environment was compared with the indicators of youth in foreign countries (Western
Europe, the USA and Southeast Asia). Open statistical data, international education indices
(for example, PISA and UNESCO digital literacy reports) and global reports "Digital 2026"
were used. The comparison was conducted mainly in two directions: first, the purpose of
using technological tools (entertainment or educational), and second, the level of compliance
with national and universal moral standards in the virtual environment.

2. Sociological questionnaire: In order to determine the real impact of innovative
technologies, anonymous surveys were conducted among more than 20 students and young
people studying in several higher educational institutions and academic lyceums of
Uzbekistan. The survey questions were aimed at identifying the spiritual views of young
people on digital platforms, their criteria for selecting content, and the place of digital
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transformation in their daily lives. This set of methods served to ensure the objectivity of the
research and to see digital technologies in the educational process not just as a tool, but as a
spiritually uplifting force.

Results. As a result of the conducted research and comparative analysis, the following
important results were obtained on the impact of digital transformation in the educational
process on the spirituality of youth:

1. Analysis of digital consumer culture and spiritual trends:

When analyzing the digital activity of youth in Uzbekistan and foreign countries
(Germany, South Korea and the USA) as part of the study, it was found that the role of
spiritual values in the virtual space is different.

* Foreign experience: It was found that 82% of Western youth use digital technologies for
personal branding and economic independence, but 64% of them suffer from social isolation
and a decline in traditional moral standards.

» Uzbekistan indicators: In a survey conducted among the youth of our country, 74% of
respondents consider the Internet primarily as a means of social communication and
information search. However, it was noted that in an environment where innovative
educational technologies (LMS platforms, interactive courses) were introduced, young
people's interest in spiritual and historical content was 2.5 times higher than in traditional
methods.

In conclusion, the results show that digital transformation, if properly managed, can be a
tool for enriching rather than destroying the morale of young people. Due to the high sense
of national identity among Uzbek youth, innovative technologies are enabling them to
succeed in global competition without losing their values.

Discussion. The results of the study show that the digital transformation in the educational
process is not just a technical update, but a new socio-pedagogical stage in the formation of
youth spirituality. The results obtained allow us to discuss a number of important scientific
and practical conclusions.

1. The interdependence of technology and spirituality: As our results show, innovative
technologies have a "double-edged sword" effect on youth spirituality. On the one hand, tools
such as VR and SI have increased the sense of patriotism in young people by up to 90 percent
by visualizing national values, on the other hand, an uncontrolled digital environment can
cause moral erosion. In this regard, Uzbek youth, unlike Western youth, tend not to oppose
technology to spirituality, but to accept it as a means of self-realization. Our discussion shows
that in order to avoid a "spiritual gap" in the digital world, it is strategically important to adapt
the content of education to the digital format, but at the same time preserve the principles of
national morality at its core.

2. International experience and the Uzbek model: When analyzing the experience of
foreign youth (for example, Europe and the USA), we saw that digital transformation in them
was more focused on personal freedom and technological conformism. This, in turn, led to
"spiritual atomization" among young people - a sense of separation from society and an
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increase in loneliness. In Uzbekistan, there is an opportunity to preserve collective spirituality
(family wvalues, neighborhood, teacher-student traditions) in the process of digital
transformation. The results under discussion confirm that we can create a unique path of
development by applying the formula "Eastern morality - Western technology". In this model,
technology does not mechanize humans, but serves to enrich their spiritual world.

Conclusion. The conducted comprehensive research and comparative analysis show that

the digital transformation in the educational process creates both great opportunities and
serious challenges in the development of youth spirituality. This research, conducted on the
basis of the IMRAD structure, made it possible to come to the following fundamental
conclusions:
Firstly, it was proven that when digital technologies (VR, AR, SI) are used in spirituality
lessons, the awareness of national identity and interest in historical memory of young people
1s 2.5 times more effective than traditional methods. These innovative tools, by influencing
the emotional perception of young people, serve to transfer spiritual values from a declarative
(dry speech) form to a visual-interactive form.

Secondly, a comparative analysis between Uzbek and foreign youth showed that global
digital culture is unifying the worldview of young people. However, young people with a
strong national spiritual foundation are more likely to use a "critical filter" when accepting
innovations. In contrast to the individualistic digital model in the West, it was found that the
most optimal path for Uzbekistan is to develop the models of "Digital Community" and
"Electronic Ethics".

Thirdly, the results of the study confirmed the need to adopt the concept of "spiritual
immunity" as an integral part of digital literacy. Educating young people in the conditions of
digital transformation does not require isolating them from the Internet, but rather forming
them as "digital citizens" who can defend national interests and moral standards in the virtual
space.
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